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ides all the Proofs of it which 
may be drawn from the Prophecies of the 
Old Teftament, from the neceſſary 


eee, | 


thoſe 


* Jeruſalem, know all the Fews, which knew 
me from the Beginning (if they would teſti- 
* p . — _ 4 | . 3 fy) 
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| As you ſcem'd to think that fo compen- 5 
dious a Prapf fight be Use 0 confince 
chevers that will not attend to a 
Jonger Series of Arguwents, I have thrown | 


together the Reaſons upon which I e that 
RA AAT 


"i | the. 2 6th Chapter of the As of the 
5 Apoſtles, writ by a Cotemporary Author, and 


a Companion of St. Paul in preaching the 
Goſpel, as appears by the Book itſelf, Ch, xx. 


Ver.'6, 13, 14. Ch. xxvii. Ver. 1. Cc. St. "Y 
is ſaid to haue given himfelf this Account of 

his Conyerſion and Preaching, to King . 
pa and. Feſtus the Roman Governor. My 
Manner of Life from my Youth, . 
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© was, at the firſt, among mine own Nation at 


1 
1 
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"of. his RefarretHion 
thought tie Con- 
; 5 Th Paul, alone, . 


Region, from the Miracles of _ Chriſt, and . 
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32. by #3 Se, Bun 
1 e aft ter dhe. ſtricteſt Sect ears — | 
« ligign; I lived a Phaxiſee. And ndw I ſtand 
and am judged: for the Hope of, the Pro> 
miſe made by God unto; our Fathers :\ Unto | 
which Promiſe our twelve Tribes, inſtantly 
ſerving God Day and Night, hope to come: 


for which Hope's Sake, King Agrippa, I 


— 5 1 


„ 


3 


am accuſed by the Jews, - Why ſhould it 
_ © be thought a Thing incredible with you, 


* that God ſhould, raiſe the Dead? verily 
4 


| gs with myſelf; that I ought to do 

many Things contrary to the Name of Jeſus 

of Nazareth. W hich Thing I alſo did in 
Jeruſalem, and many of the Saints did I 
ſnut up in Priſon, having received Autho- 
rity from the Chief Prieſts; and when they 
were put to Death, I gave my Voice againſt 
them. And I puniſhed them oft in every 

* Synagogue, and compelled them to blaſ- 


FEET, 


phemez. and being exceedingly mad againſt 


; he 


i 


= 


a L 


A 


, . 1. perſecuted them even unto ſtrange 
Cities. Whereupon, as I went to Damaſcus 
* with - Authority and Commiien Frotn the 


Chief Prieſts, at Mid-day, O 


n the Way a Light from Heavens above 


the Brightneſs of the Sun, ſhining round 
8 Saen me, and them which journeyed with 
. A3 me. 
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me. And when we! were all fallen to PF 
arch, 1 heard a Veiee ſpeaking unto me, 
< and faying in the Hebrew Tongue, Saul, Saul, 


1 8 why: perſeeuteſt thow' me? It is hard for 


« thee to kick againſt the Pricks. And 1 


+ ſaid, Who art thou, Lord? And he faid, 1 
am Nu whom thou perſecuteſt, But riſe, 
* ſtand upon thy Feet ; for I have appeared 


c unto 'thee for this purpoſe, to make thee 


. 4'a-Miniſt, and a Witneſs boch of | thoſe 


© Things which thou haft feen, and of thoſe 


+ delivering | thee from the People, and from 


© the Gentiles, unto whom I now ſend thee, to | 


<-6pen their Eyes, and to turn them from 


batte es Light; und Rem the Power of | 
| * giveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance. among 


them which are fanctified by Faith that is 


=y in me. Whereupon, O King Arippa, 1 
was not diſobedient to the heavenly Viſion : 
__ © bat ſhewedd firſt unto them of Demaſeus, and 
at - Feruſilem, and throughout all the Coaſts 


* of Judea, and to the Gentiles, that they 
fhould repent and turn, to Cod and do 


Works meet for Repentance. Br theſe 
| * Cauſes de Jows agi wean the Temple, 


us 


1 c © and 


1 1 Pa WEE 62h 
IM cid id et to Kill me. Haying there- woke) 

cain'd help of God, I continue un- 
to this Day witneffing both to Small and * 


© fore © 


Great, ſaying none other Things than thoſe 


« which Moſes and the Prophets did ſay ſhould 


come: That Cbriſt ſhould ſuffer, and that 


he ſhould be the Firſt that ſhould Riſe 
from the Dead, and ſhould ſhew Light to 
© the People, and to the Guntiles. And as he 


Things, before whom alſo I ſpeak freely; 


bor I am perſuaded that none of cheſe 


Things are hidden from kim; for the 
© Thing was not done in = Corner. King 


* Axripps, belicveſt thou the Prophets? 1 


| ©. know that thou bdlieveſt, Then Agrippa 
fai unto! Paul, Almoſt thou perfuadeſt me 


© to'be'a Chriſtian - And Paul ſaid, I would 
© to God, that. not only thou, but alſo all 
that hear me this Day, were both almoſt - 

: an Magerher tuch as 1 am, except theſe | 
| 8 N Ny | © Bonds.” 


. 5 ry 
* 
od 5 


loud Voice, Paul, chou art beſide thyſelf ; _ 
much Learning doth make thee mad. But 
© he ſaid; I am not mad, moſt noble fas, 

but ſpeak forth the Words of Truth and 


10,11,12, 


* to the Fews, adding 


| ; PE 'L * ee, 
2 Acts, ch. Bonds.“ In. another Chapter of the ame 
| N.᷑iiii. ver. 


Book he gives! in Subſtance the ſame Feocgunt 
And 1 faid, What ſhall 1 pid: N And 
6 the Lord ſaid unto me, Ariſe, and go into 


+. Damaſcus, and. there it ſhall be told thee of 


© all Things which ar are appointed for thee to 


| ; 85 fo. And when 1 could not ſee for the 
£ [ Glow: of that Light, being led by the Hand 
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of them that were with me, I came into 
Dama :/eus. And one Ananias, a devout Man 
according to the Law, having a good Re- 
port of all the Jeus that dwelt, there, came 
unto me, . and ſtood, and ſaid unto me, 
Brother Saul, receive thy Sight; and the 
ſame Hour 1 looked up upon him. And he 
faid, The God of our Fathers hath | choſen 
thee, that thou ſhould'ſt know his Will, 
and ſee that juſt One, and ſhould'ſt hear the 
Voice of his Mouth. For thou ſhalt be his 
Wirneſs unto all Men of what thou haſt ſeen 

and heard. And now. why tarrieſt thou? 

Ariſe, and be baptized, and waſh away wy 
6 . Aung on the Name of the Lord.“. 
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the Author of it _ the ſame Story with 


ſome 
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* ie Circy nes 1 * 55 mentioned in. 
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theſe Accounts; 7 As, that Saul 3 ina Vifo on ; ſaw Ads, ch. 
Anunias before he came to him. coming in, and, II 
Putting his Hand upon bim that be might re- 

ceive bis Sigbt. And that hen Ananias had Acts, ibid. 
ſpoken to him, immediately there fell from bis. OY 
Eyes as it t had been Scales. 


.. AND agreeably to all theſe, Accounts, st. 85 a 


=3 
44 4 


Paul thus ſpeaks of himſelf i in the Epiſtles he, . Det 
Vrote to the ſeveral Churches he Planted; $ the, 
Authenticity - of which cannot be doubted. 
without overturning all Rules, by which the, 
Autbority and Genuineneſs of an Writings 
can. be proved, or confirmed. * 
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" 3s the 33 "ay LT ny 5 2 4 2s Gal. ch. i. 


c Brethren, that the Goſpel which was preach e 15 . 
5 ed by me is not after Man. For 1 neither 15. 16. 


« received. it of Man, neither was I caught it, 
c . by the Revelation F Teſus it. For 


1 


585 in the * . = * — 
c Meaſure I perſecuted the Church of God, 2 
and waſted it. And profited in the 5 EG : 
* Religion above many mine Equals in my 3 
Down Nation, being g more ercgedingly zealous 1 4 
N 5 C «of 


. IF V. 45.6 5.6 „ Man thinketh that he hath whereof he might 


2 er the Traduis 1 of my Fathers. But when 
© it pleaſed God, who ſeparated * me from my 
Mathers Womb, and called me by his 
* Grace, to Reveal his Son in me, that 1 
* might preach him among the Heathen, im- 
© mediately 1 confer d not "with Fleſh "and 
1 * Blood, Ge. 


a 


Phil. e. T0 the Philippians he op * If any other 
7s 


© truft in the Fleſh, I more: circumcifed the 
© eighth Day, of the Stock of I/raet, of the 
© Tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the He- 


E © brews. As touching the Law, a Phari ſee ; ; 
S © concerning Zeal, perſecuting the Church; 
N © touching the Righteouſneſs which is in the 
3 © Law, dlameleſs. But what Things were Gain 
28 to me, thoſe I counted Loſs for Chrift. Yea 
: © doubtleſs, and 1 count all Things but Loſs 
. for the Excellency of the Knowledge of 
= © Chrif Jeſus my Lord, for whom I have 
2 * ſuffered the Lok of all Things, and do 
: * count. them but Dug, that 1 NC win 
| Tim. c. i. Aub 5 in his Epiſtle to Timothy he writes | 
3 1 '3 thus : * © I thank _ Chriſt our Lord, who 
2 a6 © hath 
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Corinthians he ſays,” after enumerating 


EE. — of Sr. Pave” 5 

| 3 enabled me, for chat he counted n 
faithful, putting me into ae * | 
was before 4 Blaſphemer, and a Perſecutor, | 
and imjurious; but I obtain d e wo 
ee Lief.“ | 


In other Epiſtles 5 calls himſelf an LY » Cor. ch 

z ne Will ef Cod, i the Commandment of Cl 21 
Gad uur Saviour, and Lord Feſus Chrift;-—and an. kX 3 
Apoſtle not of Men, neither by Men, zur by Yeſus i ©. 
Chriſt, and God the Father, who rais d bim from". _— 

the Dead. All which implies fome mirgculons: 


Call that made him an Apoſtle. And to the 


Appearances of Jeſus after his Reſurrection, 
And laſt of all he was ſeen of ITY as 1 Cor. ch, 
ef ons Ven FEES OE. * . — 


use wiſts ee dr 
ſon atteſting theſe Things of | himpelf, and of 
Manner, either was an Impoſtor, who {aid 
what he knew to be falſe with an Intent to 
deceive; or he was an Enthuſiaſt, who by the 
Force of an over-heated Imagination impoſ- 
ed on himſelf 3 or he was deceived: by the 
Fraud FOO} and all chat he faid muſt 

2 be 
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 Obferwatis ons on the Over, 
imputedo to che Power o of that Degeit dr 
3 he declared. to have been the Cauſe of 
bis ;Convefſion, 2 to have happened: in 
conſequence of it, 1 all really happen; and 
Chriſtiar a Religion | is a a divine: . 
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92 We that he * not ni TY WhO 
1 what he knew to be falſe with an Intent 
to deceive, I ſnall endeavour to prove, hy 

10 wing that he could have no rational Mo- 
tives to undertake ſuch an Impoſture, nor 
could have poſſibly carried it on with any 
Succeſs b Means we Know he employ- 


% ; : * * 4 


W 4 5 7 2 4 
1 * EI a 
* 1 * gw | FR 1 * - * 1 » 2 #3 #4 # 4 a * \ + P H X N A * 
kf >» * N 


4 EW 


Fuser wing wry teen to WIFE I 
a muſt have been one of theſe two, 
either the Hope of advancing himſelf by it 
nporal Intereſt, Credit, or Power; or | 
n of ſome of his Paſſions, un- 
aer the Autor of i; and by: the, Means it 
nnr dd or word od rnd 1 
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"Now thee. ere. ans Circumſtances, ; in 
which St. 'P, a , declared his, Converſion to the | 
Faith of Cr We 7 efus.” That Jeſus, who called; L 
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AGF Se "Me fab; and Sh if ix. Bod; not- 


/ withſtaading the mnocende and Folneſs E 
the Miracles by 

which he atteſted his Miffion, had been cru- 

-elfied-by the Fewws94s an Impoſlor and 'Blaſ. 
phemer,; which Cruciſixion not only muſt (hu- 
*manly-ſpeaking) Rave intimidated otherb from 


"his Life, notwitkultanding 


iir 2 
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following him, or eſpouſing his Doctrines, but 


ſerved to confirm the es in their Opinion 


chat he could not be their promised Meſſiah, 


who. according to all their Prejudi 


to ſuffer in any manner, but to reign trium- L 


hive for ver here upon Earth." His Apo- 
files indeed, though at firſt. they appeared to 


1 the Death of their Maſter, and 


diſappointed in all- their Hopes, yet had ſur- 


priſingly recovered ; their Spirits again, and 


publickly taught in his Name, deelaring him 


to be riſen” from the Grave, and confirming 


that Miracle by many they worked, or pre- 
tended to work themſelves. But the Chief 
Prieſts and Rollers among the Jeui were ſo 
far from being Converted either by their 
Words, or their Works, that they had begun 
a ſevere Perſecution againſt them, put ſome 


to Death, impriſoned others, and were going 


on with implacable Rage againſt the whole 


* 0 | a 8 


. ˙ ˙wvĩ Me ES. 2 


r n Py 


| 


r —— a 5 
el — «444 3 es 
er — 
1 2 On RARE 


+ 5 "Tos 


3s 
5 
. 
3 
1 
E=. 
x 
be. 
x0 
a 
* 
8 
.* 
Eon 
8 
8 
- 
8 
_ 
3 
wo” 
25 
. 
W 


— 
wi) * * 
. * AF 


2 
3 4 
* 


1 


be /\ 

9 * £ © 

£ ** > 
* * 

N R. : 


| 2 ix, 2— Diſciphs of the Lord, auen 


Lan 3. curred, being. himſelf 2 


. 


s vii. 


.: Is al dec Sev 


be Feet & Gamaliel, one of the Chief af chat 
3 was he content in the: Heat oh: bis 


— a2-Threatning-dnd 


. 


' into the High Prieſt, and Je/ired of bigs Jaitens 
ds Damaſcus to the Synagogues, that if, bt fe 
a f thin: Hoy, whether they were Mem ur 
een. 9 ** n bound to Jeruſalew. 
2 -coDamaicys. chin ithos rr 
High: 1 At this Inſtant of: Ln, 5 
2 Diſtiple of Chrif. Whit could be his Ne 
=, 060 £6 take ſuch a Part? Was it the Hope 
of inereafing his Wealth? The certain Con- 
| Squence'of his taking that Part was not only 
che Loſfs'of all that he had, but of all Hopes 
cf acquiring more. Thaſe whom he left, were 
tte Diſpoſers of Wealth, of Dignity, of Power 
in Juden; Thoſe whom he went to, were in- 
digent Men, oppreſt and kept down from all 
Means of improving their Fortunes. They 
among them who had more than the reſt, 
 Hhared what they had with their Brethren, bur 


with 


y 


| and All ＋ 8 Pavr, 45 
- mich this Affiſtance the whole Community as 
WM ſupplied. with. the Necefſaries of Ls 
And even in Churches he aferwards, piii 
himſelf, which were much more wealthy ban 
that of Jeruſalam, fo far was St. Paul from 
 arailing himſelf of their Charity, or the Vene- 
ration they had for him, in order to draw 
that Wealch to himſelf, that he often refuſed; to 


e eee 
| 1) BOY; 


: „ Tavs ho elle the Corinphians,” * Even-unto Car. xx; 
5 + chis peter Fibur we bach hunger and thirſt, © 

2 and are naked, and are buffeted, and have 
* no certain Dwelling- place, ne an 
. Ling with MAN Hands.” 


$ by * — 


3 


ks 3 1 to them, -f 
« hold the Third Time I am ready to come to 
you, and I will not be burthenſome to vou, 
for I ſeek not ypurs but you; for the Chil- 

= dren oaght pot to lay up for che Parents, but 

3 ETSY ene CO: 
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Te the Thifſalonianr be figs, + As we were + The 
a of God to be put in truſt with the- ©: 

* Goſpel, even fo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing ne 
L WP but * which tricth our Hearts: 
7 For 
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„ "I on 266 b. 1 
pe neither at "apy time ſee" "we Aatte! rig. 
hp ords* nor 4 Cloak of Covetculnels, God 
i Wirnels; not of Men fought we Glory, 
neither of you, nor yet of others, when we 
cunnght have been burthenſoine as the Apo: 

tes of Chriſt." For ye PETITE Brethren, 

viour" Labour nd Travel: for Jabouring > 

© Night” and Day, becauſe we wolld- not be . 

Sbeliargeable'towny of you, we preached unts 

7 © you the Goſpel of God.“ And again in an- 

00 / other" Letter to chem he repeats the ſame 
ö "* Bolton” of id Difiotereſtedneſs'+'*/ Neither 

did wes cat any Man's Bread. for nought, but 

— with Labour and Travel Night and 

Day, that we might not be chargeable to 

© any of you.” And when he took his Fare- 
5 vd of the Czurelir of Epbeſus, to whom he 

| ' foretold that _ ſhould ſee him no more, he 
ives this Teſtimony of himiſelf, and appeals 

Ads xx. to them for the: Truth of it: T have coveted 

33. 34+ 0 Man's Silver or Gold, or Apparel. Vea, 

« you yourſelves know, that theſe Hands 

have miniſter'd unto my Neceſſities, and to 

- - © them that were with me.“ It is then evi- 

dent both from the State of the Church when 

St. Paul firſt came into it, and from his Beha- 


dio n that he had no 8 
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1 Wera his Wealth 1 


ſtian; whereas by continuing to b be their Eue- 


my, he had almoſt certain Hopes of making] his 
Fortune by the Favour of thoſe who were at 
the Head of the Fewiſh State, to whom, noting 
could. more recommend him than, the Zeal that 
he ſnewed in that Ferſccution. As to Credit | 


„9 Reputation, that too lay all on, the Side he 
forſook. The Sect he embraced was under the 


greateſt and moſt univerſal Contempt. of any 5 | 


then in-the World. The Chiefs and Leaders of it 
were Men of the Loweſt Birth, Education, and 
| Ranks, , They had no one Advantage of Tas. 
or Learning, or other. Human Endowments, to 
recommend them. : The Doctrines they taught 
were contrary to those, which they who were 
accounted the Wiſeſt and the moſt Know- 
ing of their Nation profeſt. The Wondert ul 
Works | that they did, were either imputed to 
Magick or to Impoſture. The very Author and 
Head of their F aith had been condemned as a 
Criminal, and died on the Croſs between two 
* hieves. Could the Diſciple of Gamaliel think 


he ſhould gain any Credit or Reputation by 


becoming a Teacher in a College of Fiſher- 


men? ? Could he flatter himſelf, that- either i in er 
out of Jules the Doctrines he taught could 
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"that the Preaching att erhcified was a Stun- 
"Bt lx bet Fo The Jews, ai „ att 2 to the Giedks Foolh- 
R,. He afterwards found by Experience, that 

; all” Parts of the World, "Chrtethpt was the 


boch d if Whoever engaged in Pi 


gaMy- 
"ery {6 tnipalatible to'the World, tb Al its Pa. 


TE and Pleaſures, and fo"irrecoiidileable to the 
Pride of Human Reſon! im are mate (fays | 
"ke to the Cori blanc) as the Filth of the World, 
"the Of Officouring of « all thi gs unto "this Day, Yet 


pap 


; he went on as zealouſly as he ſer out, and Was 
v afbamed of ihe Cel of Cb. riſt. Certainly 


then the Defire of 'Glory ty, the e Ambition of mak- 
"Ing to bimſeh If a great Name, was not his Motive 
m T: * Chriſtianity. Was it then the Love 
of Power! ? Power ! over whom! ? over a Flock 
of Sheep driven to the Slaughter, whoſe Shep- 
"herd himſelf had been murdered a litle before. 
All he e could hope from that Power was to be 
markt out in a particular manner for the ſame 
Knife, which. he had feen fo bloodily drawn 
" againſt them. Could he expect f more Mercy 
from the Chief Pri ieſts and the Rulers, than they 
bad mewn to 7 ſus himſelf ; ? Would not their 


Anger be probably fiercer againſt the Deſerter 
and Beurcher of their Cauſe, than againſt * 
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othe -of the Apaſts? Was Royer gyer ans 
and deſpiſed a Set of Men worth 
ing with ſo much Danger? But till it may be 


Ad, chere are ſome Natures, ſo fond of Power 


2 bey will C01 
With it even over the Meaneſt. 


urt it at any., Riſk,, and he 


Us! ſee, then what Power Saint Faul Ee : 


dyer the Chriſtians. Did he pretend to any 
jority over the other Apoſtles? Noz he 


= 
the eaft of all Saints. | Even in the 


Primacy or Power above. the other Apoſtles ; 
all Or n bo. bs 2E 


che attepnpt- 


regarded any otherwiſe hy 


r 4 ; & FF 

: © N p 
„ 

— * « - 
TT 50S 
49 


1 1 himſelf the. leaſt of proving and leſs than Epheſ, u. 
1 hurches 1 Cor. x. oh, 
he planted himſelf, he never pretended to. 2 p © | 


them, than as the Inſtrument to them of the : 


„Grace of God, and Preacher of the Goſpe 
| —_ the Head of a Sect. To ghe, CNR 
aus he writes in theſe Words: Now 4 


is II Cor. 19 


+ lay, that every one ef you ſaith, I am of 213. 


6 Paul, and I. of Apollos, and I. of. Cephas, 
«and L cf Crit. 1s Crit divided f Was 
Haul cruciled fer you? On were .yeubap- 


+5: tized „n e Name of aulit And in apo- , Cor. i. 


erb. Who then is Haul, and who is 5· 


Azollos, but Miniſters by Whom e he- 


leeyed, even as che Lord gaye to eyety Man? | 
For we preach not not gurſelves, but Cbriſt 2 Cor. ir. 
„ .  * Jos" 
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vine. 3 and others 3 whom Hiſtory 


. no. Common-wealths, he, raiſed no Seditions, 


55 he | practiſed himſelf; nor did he uſe any. af 


cunning Men recommend themſelves to the 
Fiavour of thoſe. whom, they. endeavour. to 
: ſubject to their Power. Whatever was wrong 
3 the, . Diſciples under bis Care he freely re- 

proved, as it became ry T eacher from God, 


ſided among, them, Which an Impoſtor would 
8 hardly have been, whoſe Ends were center 4 
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he writes to the Philippians. : * Wherefore, my. 


my Abſence, work out. your qwn Salvation 
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: mentions) in different Ages and Countries, to 
have uled the,ſame Arts. . But St. Paul inno- 
vated nothing in Government or Civil Affairs, 
he meddled not with Legiſlation, he formed 


he affected no temporal Power. 1 Obedience mw” 
to their Rulers. was the Doctrine he taught to Rom. xi. 
the Churches he planted, and what he taught 


thoſe ſoothing, Arts by which ambitious and | 


of which numberleſs Inſtances. are to be found 
in all his, Epiſtles. And he was as careful of 
them when, he had left them, as while he re- 


all in himſelf. This is the manner in which 


. Beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not in 
23 my Preſence only, but now much .more in 


s 2er FR Fear and Trembling, Phil. ö. 1 
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"feb Ay "ey 
A gi Iictle” after lle Adds the Cliite "Why b 
Mterentecl Hiwſelf ſo müch in their Pn 0 
Phat" ye maß be blamelels and" Rarinlefs, 


15.16, 17: © the Sotls'of God in the midſt of a crooked 


"WY berverle Natiss, bY among "whom ye! — 
* Ts ghts in the World, Holding forth the 

Bs e of Life; that may rejo joice in the 
Jay 'of Chri ; chat 1 have not run in Vain, 
* * Hehe laboured in vain. "Ya, and if 1 be 
offered upon the Sactifice ihe Service f 
10 pour Faith; 156 56 — 4 and rejoice with you all. 
A 3 the V Fords of an Imp oftor defiring 
\ but tempo Fe ral Power? "Ns, they are 
y written 3th one WhO lock d beyond 
tet ; nds of his Life. But i it may be ſaid, 
that he affected at leaſt an abſolute ſpiritual 
bor "over the Churches he fortned. 5 24 an- 
er, be Preac bed Chriſt Feſus and not bim fel If 
Crip was the Head, he only the Niue, 
and for ſuch only he gave "himſelf to them. 
He called thoſe who aſbſted him in Preaching 
be Goſpel, | is Fla labourers ahd Felle. | 
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determined to know nothi ng among the 


Wc! wiel any Supremacy above che r 
Apoltles, that he made light of all thoſe. At. 4 
tainments, and declared, that he , came not 
with Excellency. of Speech, or ef V +/dom, but, 


he con. | 


1 


verted ſave Feſus Cbriſt. and him erucifies . 1 Cor. ii. 
And the Reaſon he gave for i it was, 7. hat their,” 1, 2, f. 


F 1 * 


Faith ſbould nat ſtand in the. 77 iſdom of Men, 


but, in the Power of . Cad. Nox this Conduct 


put him quite on a Level with. the, other Apo- 


ſtles, who, knew Jeſus Chriſt as \ well as he, 


up himſelf by Virtue. of. chem, as Head of 


and Grace. But an Impoſtor, whoſe Aim 
had been Power, v, 


w uld haye ated. a. contrary 

Part; he would have availed himſelf of I 
thoſe Advantages, he. would haye x extoll'd 
them, as highly as poſſble, be would Tonk 0 t 
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that Sect to Which he acceded, or at leaſt of 


Fo 


the Proſelytes made by himſelf. This is n. no 


more than was done by every Philoſopher 


who formed a School; much more was it 


ANY. in one who eue a new Reli- : 
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d had. the ] Power of God going along, with Ne In. 
| their Preaching in an equal Degree of NE ; 
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A that the B. — Nume have 
—_— : elit ned to chemſelves 4 Pr Yimacy," or rather a a” 
= „ Monarthy Ger the whole Chriſtian Cl urch. 
1 8 I St. Pau! Rad” been actuated by the fame 
3 5 It of Dominion, it was much eaſier for him 
= E "have ſucceeded in ſuch an Attempt! lt 
E 4 ec Was much eaſier for him to make himſelf 
5 Head Sk a few Poor Mechanicks and Fiſher- 

| men, whoſe "Superior he had always been in 
„ Eyes of the World, than for the Biſhops 

of Nome to red uce thoſe of Ravenna or Milan 
and other great Metropolitans, to their Obe- 
diesc: Beſides the * Oppoſition - they” met 
Wah from” ; weh potent Antagoniſts, they 
were obliged t to ſupport their Pretenſions in 
. dreck © Contradiction to thoſe very Scriptures 
3 5 which they 7 were forced to ground them up- 
1 | 0b, an 1d, t to the indiſputable Practice of the 
—_ :- ho. E Chriſtian” Church for many Centuries. 
5 „ beſe were ſuch Difficulties as ' requir'd the 
ae Abilities and Skill to ſurmount. Rut 


= th J Hirſt Preachers of the Goſpel had Seafter 
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= 3 5 cotrupt 42 F aith not yet fully known, 
3 = | and which in many Places could only be 
= 5 known by what they ſeverally publiſhed” them- 
: ſelves. . was neceſſary indeed while they 


continued together, - and taught the ſame 
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Ir was in the Powe of St. Paul to rs 
moſt of the Churches, he formed, ſo as to fas 
vour: his: own Ambition: For he preached the. 
Goſpel in Parts of tlie World where no other 
Apoſtles had been, where Chriſt wa not named 
till he brought the Knowledge of him, avoid- 
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ing to build: upon another Man's Foundation. Now Ro Rom. xv. . 


had he been an Impoſtor, would he have con- 
| fined. himſelf to jult the ſame Goſpel as was 
delivered by the other Apoſtles, where he had 
fuch a Latitude to Preach what he pleaſed | 
without Contradiftion * ? Would he not have 
twiſted and warp | the Doctrines of Chrift- to 
his own Ends, to the Parten Uſe and Expe- 
diency 0 of his own Followers, and to the pecu- 
Har Support and Increaſe of his \own- Power? 
That this was not done by St. Paul, or by any 
ether of the Apoſtles, in ſo many various Parts 
of the World as they travelled into, and in 
Churches abſolutely under their own. Direction; 

that the Goſpel preached by them all ſhould be 
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. * eee to . own | Intereſt, 
Ns Men an ee To bee eie, 


* 1 453 380 Gt 5 A 
| C 1 a one Fmagines os 2 ha any ee 9 
Dot 1 of t. James and St. Paul, concerning 
a or b 82 et him read Mr. Locte s 
Sac Coll pon t 1 3 
him any con Words in bee fuk. Epi 5 7 5 
5  ripthjans, e, ix. u 27. But 1 keep, ander my; Jody, a. TIE 
| Rs 1 imo bu Hecklon, Wh? 3 5 ben I 
3 | * 0 4 ſeould be a away. 
1 | 68 R Te We jeved or taught, we Faith without 
E Works was ſufficient to ſave a Diſciple of Chrift, to what 
ese did > keep : anger ra, Bay » lince ay Salvation W 
not to depen | upon 7. Power o 
his Reaſon, but 8 us are Faith "th pies: 'd? His 
aith was firm, and ſo ſtrongly fou nded upon the moſt cer 
ater men 7 
ce; how e ink it e, that w 
he retained what /aving Faith, he grad arr err bea 
Caftamay? Lir if he had ſuppoſed, that bis Election and 
\ Calling was of ſuch a Nature, as that it irr74//ibly impel- 
ted him to Good; __ — rn mnt _— could 
Fear, leſt his ould 2 
— 1 Can ſuch an Ap agen be made 
| agree wich the Notions of Ae, Proiefion medeſtination aſcribed 
8 * to St. Paal? He could have no Doubt that the 
| race of Grate had been gi en to him in the moſt 'extraor- 
3;yet-we ſee, that he thought his E. le&ion 
was.not ſo certain, but that "he ni) ight fall from it again 
through . arenen 2 
a reſtrained. by his own voluntary Care. 
Faſſage is a full Anſwer out of the Mouth of St. N g 
Auel, to all the Miſtakes that have been made of his Mean- 
. ſome obſcure Expreflions concerning Grace, om | 
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3 Kg Os 
1 er Powers is 'a moſt ſtrong and con- 
vmeing Proof of their not being Impoſtors, 
| bete enen er e r N i 
OE l © e eee 
Ir ti weed nas 6 Wart noeking: : 
ts gen by talking” this Part, let us conſider on 
tte other Habe 
kad reaſon to fear. He gave up al Fortune 
which de Was tiiem in a fair way öf advandng, 
He gave up that Reputation which he had ac 
quited by the Labours and Studies of his Whole" 
Life, and by a Behaviour which hall been 


What he gave vp, and what he : 5 


Namele Joh touching be Nix bse freſs which if im phil. 1; 


e Lutw. He gaye up his Friends, lis Nela- 
tions, and Fattlily, from whom bie etage 
2 bariſhled Mie for Life. He gave up 
cher Religion Which he bad profited in abvo 
muy his Elual? in hs own Nation, and thoſe 
Traditions of his Fathers, *whith be bal ber 
nore exctidingly zculvus'of. How hard'this'Ba- 
erifice was toꝰa Man vf his warm Temper, and 
dove All Nen to a Few, 4s worth Corfiterit 
That Nation is Known to have been more tena- 
cious öf their religious Opinions than any other 
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upon the Pace ef the Earth! The ſtticteft afin 


proudeſt Sect among them was that of the 
Phariſees, under whoſe Diſcipline St. Paul was 
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| ret he deſerted; that ſort of Contempt whicl 
is. hardeſt to bear, the Contempt of thoſe whoſe 


I Da 
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om their 4 favourite Te 
Pride, and. from their Diſciple be 


„was a moſt difficult Effort for one 


ſo muſed up in the Eſteem of them, 
early Pre 


„all the 


rity of Exam 
I of Honour and Intereſt. Theſe w 
the. Sacrifces he 00 make in becomi 


bad to fear: the implacable Vengeance of 


e; had moſt, eagerly. ſou 


d Opinion h ne: | 
all thoſe, other: complicated Evils whiclr te 
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in his 2d Epiſtle to the Cori inthians,.. 
\Evils, the leaſt of Which were 


to have _frighted. any Impoſtor even 


or 6 to. the, Dangers, incurred, 4 or the 
þ endured, he mu be abſolutely 
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of his Senfes who. will either engage in an Im; 


Lana be being perſevere. 3 
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and Whoſe judices wele ſo ſtrongly: 
confirmed by all the Power of ] 


e, and all, the. Allure- — 
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Chriſtian ; let us now ſee what 8 
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Beire ef Welke of Tania 
a be 00 Motte te make Sea 


ll the Prweiples he "tha — 5 0 
[Habits he had contracted. It only rg „ 
de enquired; whether che Gratifikation bf n ,, 
Pamon under the Authority of thit Re- | 
« "Higion; or by -the ed aan 
His Ioducament. Sy 2108ME #1, ACNAagUT 
BOT 1 LB. 0711 * 00. ill. an 2d 
anal Now ee hero kk forme Irnpofior 
- who have pretended to Revelations from God, 
meerly to give a looſe roirregular Paſſions, and 
ſet themſelves free from all Reſtraints of Go- 
vernenent, Law, or Morality, both: artiennt f 
ode ry ſnews. But the Doctrine I} 
by St. Paul i is abſolutely contrary: to 
all e Deligns. HisWricings | breathe nothing ; 1 8 
but the ſtricteſt Morality, Obedien to Ma- | 
- Eitrates Order and Governime ohh the ut- x fe 1 
moſt Abhorrence of al Licentiouſneſs, Idle- Col. if. 
deb. or kyſe dee Wr the Cloak of 
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aa de Liabt of aur Raaba nd die Lans 
wan the Peace of Society has hen Niſturbed, 


' Obſerve e 

8. We ng Where read in his Works 

aints are Above. Moral, Qrdinances 3 that 
o or unt  Sounded, E n 
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ol Nature 3 or a of thaſe wicked Lengts from 


. _-avdithe Rules of Morality dane bekn broken 
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ufa Divine Revelation, Nor does any art of 
1 ** Life, eher eib or after his Converſion | 
200 Chriſtianity, bear an Matk ef aLibertine , 
"Diſpoſition. | As among the Jauss, among 

f che ee his Converſation and Namen 
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5 eee 
os n Witneſſes, and God alſo, how Haliqy. 


| 4 „ and ju#hy, and unblameably we bebaved our- 


Ste Rs os e ameng you that believe. x:Thefſe ü. 
+ — geo. *|And to the Corinthians hei ſays, We 
| iZ. Sve orenged , Mun, wwe haue corrupted. 20 
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2 st. Paul bad held any 
las 'the Phiefep erd el them) we ſhould have 
probably found them in the n he wrote to Timothy, 


Titus, f 
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eo A "was not Men e die of tain any 


RS 


r Paſſion, that could ĩnduce St. Pan! to 
turn Cbriſtiun, any moe than the Hope of ad- 
vatcing lümſelf either in Wealth, or- Reputa- | 
tion, "es Power. Bur ſtill it is poſfüble fome 
Men may ſay, (and'T dn keel s, w, 
coul dave ub K or meld Wenn m un- 
deftakking ſuch an lmpdſture, yotsfbr. the fate 
of its Moral Doctnbes he might be Mclined to 
ſüpport the 'Chriſtian - Faith, and Hinte uſe ef 
ome pious Fraud to advance a Religion, 
Which though erroneous atid Ffilſin'its'Theo- 
logical Tenets, and in the Facts upon which 
it wWas grounded, Was in e and In- 
Dvence beneftciat ro'\Mankind, © 
Noe ic is true that ſome 385 em in dbe 
"Heathen World have both pretended to Divine 
Re velatlons, and introduced or ſupported Reli- 
8 they knew to be falſe, e e ok of 


Publick 
Titas, and Aha his ben Fred and Diſciples. 
But both the Theological and Moral Docttineg are exactly 
the ſame in hem as thoſe he wrote to the Churches. A very 
trong preſumptive Proof of his being no hnpGſtor! Satel 
had he been one, he would have given ſome Hints in thets 
private Letters of the Cheat they wete Gartying on, he 
- ſome ſecret Directions to turn it-to-ſome werldly'P 
of one kind or another. But no ſuch Thing is to be — 
in any one of them. The ſame diſintereſted, holy, and 


Aivine Spirit breathes i in all theſe, as in wy other more 
- Publick Epiſtles. | 
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Nations, Had no other v 75 to tame t 
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which they acquired from 
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And. in all other 


ſtances which can be given * Men act- 
y not only did it to ſerve good 
were ſecure of its doing no Harm. 
Lycurgus: perſuaded the & partans, or 
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| Numa che Romans, that the Laws of the one 
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25 were in ired by Apollo, or thoſe of the other 
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by Egeriaz when they taught their People to 


Pur great, Faith in Oracles, or in Augury, no 
Yral Miſchief either to them or their Peo- 
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ſuade any Man to be a 0 n us to per- N 
ſuade him to expoſe himſelf to all the Cãlamities 
human Nature could ſuffer. This St. Paul lenew 
this he not only expected but warned thoſe he 
taught to look for it roo; Theſſ. ili A. 2 Cor. vi. 
45.5: Epb. vi. 10, 11, 12, 13, 143 13, 16. Pbil. 
i. 28, 29, 30. Col. i. 95 10, 11. Ram. wii. 93, 1 4 
36. The only Support that he had himſelf, or ES 4 
-gayeitothem was,; That if they ſuffered with 2 
© Chri#, they ſhould be alſo glorified :bget heriꝰ 
And that, he reckoned that the Sufferings of 
the preſent Time were not worthy ta be com- 
_ 1% pared with that Giary. Nom. vit 1718. 
So likewiſe: he writes to the he ſſalonians s We 
© ourſelves: glory in you, in the Churches of 
God, for your Patience and Fdith in all ydur A 
© Perſecutions and Tribulations that you — | 
dure; Which is a manifeſt! Token of the — 
© righteous: Judgment of God, that ye may be 7 
counted worthy of the Kingdom of God, for 
vbich alſo ye ſuffer. Seeing it is a righteous 
Thing with God to recompenſe [or repay] _— 
* Tribulation to them that trouble you; and | 
4 to you who are troubled, reſt with us, ben 
© the Lord Jeſus Hall be revealed from Heaven 
© with bis mighty Angels, &c. 2-Thafſ. i. 4, 8. 


6, 7. And to the Corinthians he ſay i * df i in 
"C _ + 


ha An e at 0 3 
reakan he had 0 fa chis he Harrod, he Con 


dance prove. _ Rl the Goſpel | 
under theſe Circumſtances without an entire 
pw nh of its kaun, a Divine Revelation, 
{eG u by Fund or Deceit, a aphid 
"worſe: than mad, he muſt have been the moſt 
harden'd Villain that ever breathed. Could any 
Man who had in his Nature the leaſt Spark of 
Humanity, ſubject his Fellow-Creatures to fo 
many Miſeries; or could one that had in his = 
Mind the leaſt Ray of Reaſon, expoſe himſelf 
to ſhare them with thoſe he deceived, in order 
to advance a Religion: which he knew to be 
Falk; meerly for the Sake of its Moral Doc- 
trines ? Such an Extravagance is too abſurd ro 
be ſuppoſed, and I dwell too — | 
that upon a little Reflection confutes itſelf. 

I wovLD only add to the other Proofs I have 
Ds has St. Paul could have no rational 
Motive to become a Diſciple of Chris, unlefs 

he fincerely believed in him, this Obſervation : 
| Thar whereas it _w_ be objected to the ber 

| _ 


pn a the 

ſeſſions after his' Death, 
their on Credit, and nen too 
far to go back, this can by no means be ſaid 
there may be in that Way of Renſoning, it 
all tends to convince us that St. Paul muſt 
have naturally continued a Jew, and an Ene- 
my of Chris Jeſus. If xhey were engaged 
on one Side, he was as ſtrongly engaged on 
the other; if Shame wich- held them: from 
and Rank in Life à great deal tham they Had 
more Credit to loſe, and muſt be! ſuppoſed 
to have been vaſtly more mme 


by quitting the © Jond and — up the Croſs 
of Chriſt, - certainly brought on his 1 
ſtruction. 5 | 
As, therefore no e ae 
el St. of auf embracing the Faith of Ghryſ, 
| CY: ad 
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and rhatz-by conſequence, he was not an Im- 
who ſaid hat he knew to be falſe with 
| fro deceivers/ % i ele yearn oc 
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- | Soto ne e es en eee, n hne: tis 
Bor that a Shadow: f L n remain Ml 
the Impoſſibility of his having be 
ſuch an Impoſtor; chat it may not be ſaid, 
: | <-cious; that they will act without any rational 
eeuMotives, they know not why, and; ſo per- 
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quence. of it, was an Impoſture, it was ſuch an 
Impoſtute as could not be carried on by one 
Faith a5 —_— 


n 0 tion. He was not Ny n — 
ginner of it, and therefore it was not in his 


Power to draw the Doctrines of it out of his 


own Imagination. With Jeſus, who was the 
Author and Head of it, he had never had any 


Communication before his Death, nor with his 
Apoſtles after his Death, except as their Perſe- 


ELSE SY 


cutor. As he took on himſelf the Office and 


Character of an Apoſtle, it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for him to have a preciſe and perfect 
Knowledge of all the Facts contained 

Goſpel, ſe levera 


and others more privately ſtill, ſo that t 


JE a coma me ow Wiege, wo 


cule r- thoſe who preached that Goſpel 


with more Knowledge than he; and as the 
| Teſtimony they bore would have been diffe- 


rent in Point of Fact, and many of their Doc- 
trines and Interpretations of Scripture repug- 


hs 1 15 from: their entire Deere 
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ra of which had only paſt be- 
tween Feſus himſelf. and his twelve Apoſtles, 


could be known but to very few, being nor 
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their Brethren, as we find that he did, to the 
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Fraud without their Conſent and A 


to Damaſcus, he had no Communication with 


| us, * to avoid Circumlocutions. 


jr doen of tis Car W 1 


Would Lab _— it W to. rake away 


Sea, which they a to their Niven by ſo 
ill-plac'd a Confidence? Would Men fo ſecret 


as not to-be drawn by the moſt ſevere Perſecu- 


tions, to ſay one Word which could convince 


them of being Impoſtors, confeſs themſelves 
ſuch to their Perſecutor, in Hopes of his being 
their Accomplice? This is ſtill more impoſſible 


than are be gull e en nee 


e 


the Apoſtles, acted in no Concert with them, 


and learnt nothing from them except the Doc - 


trines which they had publickly taught to all the 


Jews to whom he brought Letters from the 
High -Prieſt and the Synagogue againſt the 
* an., of — Gp in; the Way a 


9 * The Diſciples of a were not called Chriſtians till 
after this time; but I uſe the Name as * — | 


great Light from — wing Chrilt Ye 2 5 
way reptoaching him with his Perſecution, and 
commanding him to go into the City where it 
ſhould be told him what he was to do. But to 
account for his chuſing this Method of declar- 

ing himſelf a Convert to Chrif, we muft ſap- 
poſe that all thoſe who were with him, when he 
pretended he. had this Viſion, were his Accom- 
plices. Otherwiſe the Story. he told could have 
gain d no Belief, being contradicted by them 
whoſe Teſtimony was neceſſary to | vouch: for 
the Truth of it. And yet how can we:ſuppoſe, 
that all cheſe Men ſhould be willing to join in 
dis Der 5 Tins were eee Officers 4 
— xy an ho in executing . Ger of * | 
. 2 and the Rulers againſt the Chri- 
ans.” Or if they were choſen particularly for 
xpedition, that muſt have been choſen by 

| them as Men i! could truſt for their Zeal 
in that Cauſe. What ſhould induce them to 
the betraying that Buſineſs they were employ- 
'ed in? Does it even appear that they had any 
Connection "”_ the Manthey ſo lied for, before 
or after this Time, or any Reward from him 
"Toit? ? This is therefore a Difficulty in the firſt 
. f this Impo ure nor to be overcome, | 
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have beam his eee — e aps: 
peared to be abſolute” Strangers to one another, 
and though he was a Man of an excellent Chas, 
racter, who had a good Report of all the 
Jews that | dwelt at Damaſcus, and ſo was 
very unlikely to have engaged in ſuch an Im- 
poſture. Notwithſtanding theſe Improbabili- 
ties, this Man, I ſay, muſt have been his Con- 


fident and Accomplice in carrying on TY 


WICK Fraud, and the whole Matter nuſt 
have been previouſly. agreed on between them. 
But here again the ſame Objection occurs: 
* coul 1 * venture to act ſuch a 


other Diſciples hors e of the KP rg 
by what Means could he. obtain their Conſent ? 

And how abſurdly did they contrive their 
Buſineſs, to make the Converſion of Saul the 
Effect of a Miracle, which all thaſe who were 
with him muſt certify did never happen 
How much eaſier would it haye been to 
haye made him be preſent at ſome. pretended 

Miracle wrought by the Diſciples, ar by Aua- 
nias himſelf, when none were able to diſcover 
f the Had, and have im puted his Converſion 
1 to 
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tural Method of bringing about ſuch a Change 3 
inſtead of aſcribing it to an Event which lay 
ſio open to Detection. For (to uſe the Words 

Ad xxri. of St. Paul to Agrippa) this Thing was not 
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dune in à Corner, but in the Eye of the World, 
thoſe who would be moſt ſtrict in ſearching into 
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they been able to bring any Shadow of Proof 


to convict him of Fraud in this Affair, his whole 


Scheme of Impoſtare muſt have been nipt in the 
Bud. Nor were They at Jeruſalem, whoſe Com- 
miſſion he bore, leſs concern'd to diſcover ſo 
provoking a Cheat. But we find that many 


Time and Means they codes comets 


firiteſt Enquiry, he was bold enough to appeal 


ro Agripps i in the Preſence of Feftus, upon his 
own Knowledge of the Truth of his Story ; 


n did not contradict him, though he had 


certainly 
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heard all that che Jews could vids 


n the Credit ef it in any Particular, 4 
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Bur a. to eating Bb n not e ; 
if alis Story had been an Impoſture, and he 
had been join'd with Paul in carrying it on, 
that after their meeting at Damaſcus we never 
n n of their conſorting together, or 
t, or that the former drew 
hy: bees. from 10 re of the . 
Chriſtians ?/ Did Ananias engage and oontnue | 
in ſuch a dangerous Fraud without any Hope 
or Deſire of private Advantage? Or was it 
fafe for Paul to ſhake him off, and riſk his 
Reſentment? There is, I think, no other way 
to get over this Difficulty, bur by ſuppoſing 
that "Ananias happen d to die ſoon after the 
other's Converſion. Let us then take that for 
granted without any Authority either of Hi- 
ſtory or Tradition, and let us ſee in what 
manner this wondrous Impoſture was carried 

. | on 
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oberer, on the: G ben 
Ils firſt; Care . 
wel nnn, 


| himſelf in any.Eftrem or 2 


. run sene N 3 they : are in n Danger 
e eee, "act to practiſe their: hi "ih 
hut alſo. ag thoſe | whoaſe/ Society they. force! 


of ſuch an „ Invrſion, and much, more Noe: 5 


of all chitin: 3 —— 0 
all their Authority, was abſolutely neceſſary 


at this Time to Paul. The leaſt Delay was 


and might expoſe 


of dangerous Co 


him to ſuch Inconyeniences as he never af- 
terwards could overcome. But inſtead of at- 


to this Neceſſity, he went into Arabia, 


15 and then nd again to, Damaſcus; nor 
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and "Apopleſhip of St. -Pavt: . 

% Now this Conduct r may be acce * 91 i 
Bi ir be true that (a8 he declares in his Epiſtle © + 
to the Galatians) © © he neither received the 'Goſ: Gal. i. 12. 1 
«pal of any Man, neither was he taught it, but 
dee Rerehde of f Jeſus in 1 Under fuch 


| n } 4 110. 11010. er 3113 ale CHIC) If 


+5 B amis — chat at thee he a | 

| "not afraid to withſtand Peter to bis Face, and | 
even 70 reprove him before all the Diſtiplis, 'be- Gal. li. 

eau ſi be was tb be blamed. If he was an Impoſtor, . 

| how'could he venture to offend that Apoſtle, 

„en iu bo lig y Ubmhcemded Hato age ß 

and pleaſe ? Accoimplices in a Fraud are 

obliged to ſhew greater Regards to each other; 

n Freedom eee to Trot alone. | 


. 


bo Ber ler din: what Difficulties he had 

to encounter among the Gentiles themſelves, in 

the Enterprize he undertook of going to Them, 

making himſelf their Apoſtle, and converting 

Them to the Religion of Chriſt. As this Under- 
1 was the i: Part of his _ 
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know. They tolerated indeed many differen 
Worſhips, | (tho? not 
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2 — aaa Men to 
diſcourſe very freely concerning Religion, pro- 
vided they would ſubmit to an exterior Con - 
formity with the eſtabliſhed Rites; nay, accord - 
ing to the Genius of Paganiſm, which allowed 
an Intercommunity of Worſhip, they in moſt 
Places admitted, without any great Difficulty, 
new Gods and new Rites; but they no Where 
— 1474) 1 


wivera sNodon, and fo cn int a 

| Oppoſiti ebene e 
s, admittec — — | 
but declared that the Gods of the Gentiles were 
not to be worſbiped, nor any Society ſuffered 
between them and the only true God; when'this 
———— 
ſuch a Progreſs as to fall under the Notice of the 
Magiſtrate, the Civit Power was every where 
= armed with all its Terrors againſt it. When 
= therefore St. Paul undertook the Converſion of 
ehe Gentiles, he knew very well, that the moſt 
| ſevere Perſecutions nn 
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Sed they had with the People as well as 
b ach State ke the Me⸗ ns* of 'thern, 2 and how 
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0 3 e his Danger was hk aer 
certain by a. ekecnent be was to E 


rior De DE lente Ae of. chole Superſtitions 
which he propoſed to deftvby's" —— 


| Inpoſtrs, al Hitery bens. Sr Poul cul 1 


| Atheiftical Sect of —— 
the latter contented themſelves with denying 
their Principles, but at the ſame Time declared 
for ſupporting their Practices, as uſeful Cheats, 

or at leaſt acquieſced in them as Eſtabliſhments 

1 by the Sanction of Law. Whatever 
therefore their Cunning could do to ſuppor 
their own Worſhip, whatever Aid they could 
Bat! whatever Zeal they 
could raiſe. in the People, St. Paul was to con- 
dend is" unſu «ages * _ — Aſſiſt· 
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5 def 2 Ag This i was to” do: in direct 
« ppoſition to all the Prejudices and Paſſions of 
the People, Now had he confin'd. his Preaching 
.to Juda alone, this Difficulty would. not have 
occurred in near ſo great a Degree. The 
People there were ſo mas. 67 the Mira- 
cles the Apoſtles had wrought, as well as 
by the Memory of thoſe done by Jeſus, that 
in ſpite of their Rulers, they begun to be fa- 


vourably diſpoſed towards them; and we even Ads iv. 
find that the High Prieſt and the Council, had 26. 9 


more than once been withheld from creating; 
the Apoſtles with ſo much Severity as they 
deſired to do, for fear of the People. But in 
the People among the Gentiles no ſuch Diſ⸗- 
poſitions could be expected: Their Preju- 
dices were violent, not only in favour of their 
own en but in a particular Man- 
ner | againſt any Doctrines taught by a Jer. 
As from their Averſion to all Idolatry, and 
irreconcileable Separation from all other Reli- 
gions, the Fes were accuſed: of hating Man- 
kind, ſo were they hated by all other Nations: 
nor were they hated alone, but deſpiſed. To 
what a Degree that Contempt was carried, ap- 
pears as well by the Mention made of them 
e „ "In 
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in Heathen Authors, as by the Complaints Jo- 


| er makes of the Unreaſonableneſs and In- 


ice of it in his Apology: What Authority 
then eould St. Paul flatter himſelf that. his 
Preaching would carry along; with it, among 
ople to whom he was at once both the Ob- 
ect of national Hatred and national Scorn? 


Baut beſides this popular Prejudice againſt a 
Jie, the Doctrines he taught were ſuch as 


e all their moſt ingrafted Religious 
Opinions. They agreed to no Principles of 


; which he could avail himſelf, to procure their 


Aſſent to the other Parts of the Goſpel he 


: preached. To convert the Fewos to Chrift Jeſus, 
ble was able to argue from their own Scrip- 
tures, upon the Authority of Books which they 


owned to contain Divine Revelations, and 


from which he could clearly convince them, 


that Feſus was the very Chriſt. But all theſe 
Ideas were new to the Gentiles ; they expected 

no Chriſt, they allowed no ſuch Scriptures, 
they were to be taught the Old T eftament as well 


as the New. How was this to be done by a 


Man not even authorized. by: his own Nation; 


oppoſed by thoſe who were greateſt, and thought 


wiſeſt” — them 3 either quite ſingle, or 
; LEE ks, I as only 


1 | ohly 5 atcerided 855 one or two more ner the 2 
5 fame PIG: and e even ef leſs Confide- . * 
4 nation chan He? 2 | A 
: Taz \ Light of Nature ined; hint © ex- ell. "0 
þ - was Revelations, might have conducted the 0 
: | Gentiles to the Knowledge of one God the 

g Creator of all Things, and to that Light St. Ace N 

a Paul might appeal, as we find that he did. 4 ru 

x But clear as it was, they had almoſt put it 

5 out by their Superſtitions, having changed he Rom. 3. . 

n Glory of the uncorruptible God into an Image 3. 3. 


made like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and 
s four. footed Beaſts, and creeping Things, and ſerv- 
5 ing the Creature more than the Creator. And 
to this Idolatry they were ſtron gly attach'd, 
not by their Prejudices alone, but by their 
Paſſions, which were flattered and gratified in 
it, as they believed that their Deities would be 
render d propitious, not by Virtue and Holi- : 
neſs, but by Offerings, and Incenſe, and out- 
| ward Rites; Rites which dazled their Senſes 
by magnificent Shews, and allured them by 
Pleaſures often of a very impure and immoral 
Nature. Inſtead of all this, the Goſpel pro- 
poſed to them no other Terms of Acceptance 


with God but a Worſhip of him in Spirit and ; 
| D 2 n ruth, 5 


4 „ © to RA Divine. Laws, the ſtricteſt. Pu- 


eee, on the 1 
, and. perfect Sub- 


rity of Life and Manners, and \renouncing of 


| all thoſe Luſts in which they had formerly 
walked. How unpalatable a Doctrine was 
this to Men ſo given up to the Power of 


thoſe Lufts, as the whole Heathen World was 


at that time! If their Philoſophers could be 
brought to approve it, there could be no 
Hope that the People would reliſh it, or ex- 


change the Eaſe and Indulgence which thoſe 


Religions they were bred up in allowed to 
their Appetites, for one ſo harſh, and ſevere. 
But might not St. Paul, in order to gain 
them, relax that Severity? He might have 
done Þo, no doubt, and. probably would, if 


he had been an Impoſtor ; but it appears by 


all his Epiſtles, that he preached it as purely, 
and enjoin'd ; it as ur as Fefus: himſelf, 


: 


6 45 ſuppoſing pag ks be, na 


| to quit their habitual Senſuality for the Pu- 


ty of the Goſpel, and to forſake their Ido- 


latries, which St. Paul reckons amongſt 2he 


Works of the Fleſp, for the ſpiritual Worſhip | 


of the one n, . how nn diſ- 


and; Apoſtleſhip of 8 Sf. Pak? 
| poſeibto receive the Doctrine of the Salvation 
of Man by the Croſs of Jeſus Cbriſ Could 
they who were bred in Notions ſo contrary to E 
that great Myſtery, to that hidden Wiſdom of 1 Cor. : 
Ged, which none of the Princes of this World fo 
knew, incline to receive it againſt the Inſtruc- 
tions of all their Teachers, and the Example 
of all their Superiors? Could they” whoſe 
Gods had almoſt all been powerful Kings, and 
| mighty Conquerors, they, who at: that very 
Time paid divine Honours to the Emperors of 
-Rome, whoſe only Title to Deification was the 
Imperial Power; could they, I ſay, reconcile 
their Ideas to a crucified Sox f God, to a Re- 
dermer of | Mankind on the Croſs? Would | 
they look there. for him .avho 14 the Image of Colo. i. 1. 
ide inviſible God, the. Pirſt-born of every Crea- 15, 16. 
ture: By whom and for whow were all Things 
created that are in Heaven, and that are in 
_ Earth, whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, 
or Principalities, 6 or Powers? Now, moſt ſurely, 
the natural Man, (to ſpeak in the Words of, Cor. ii. 
St. Paul) received not theſe Things, for they are 14. 
 Fooliſhneſs to bim; neither could be know them, 
_becauſe. they are foi ritually diſcerned. 1 may 
therefore conclude, that in the Enterprize of 
converting the Gentiles, St. Paul was to con- 
D ö tend 


eg 


Crafwok 1 Prein; bat alſo wich che ice 


31 Vun „ of the ne 


* 


Aa nnn | 
as AM next to 8 clin 8 —_ 
10 leſs” Oppoſition from the Wiſdom and 
Pride of -the Philoſophers, And though ſome” 
may imagine, that Men who pretended to be 
raiſed and refin'd above vulgar Prejudices and 
vulgar- Paſſions, would have been helpful to 
him in his Deſign, it will be found upon Exa- 
- mination, that inſtead of aſſiſting or befriend- 

ing the Goſpel; they were its worſt and moſt 
irreconcileable Enemies. For they had Pre- 

ices of their own ſtill more repugnant to 


- © 


— of Chvg#'" than 'tholſe 6Fthe vul-- 


gar, more deeply rooted, and more obſtinate- 
ly fixed in their Minds. The Wiſdom upon 


which they valued themſelves, chiefly confiſt- | 


ed in vain metaphyſical Speculations, in logi- 
cal Subtleties, in endleſs. Diſputes, in high- 
flown Conceits of the Perfection and Self- 
ſufficiency of human Wiſdom, in dogmatical 
Poſitivencſs about doubtful Opinions, or ſcep- 
tical Doubts about the moſt clear and certain 
TFruths. It muſt Tore" at firſt ſight, that 
ens; nothing 


and Apoſtleforh of St. Paul. 
nothing could be more contradictory. to the 
fiſt Principles: of the Chriſtian Religion, than 
thoſe... of the Atheiſtical, or Sceptical Sects, 
Which at that Time prevail'd very much, both 
among the Greets and the Romans; nor ſhall 
we find that the Theiſtical Sects were much 
leſs at Enmity with it, when we conſider the 
Doctrines ! held upon the N ature of God 
and the Soul. 5 7 de 36 be: * 


= 
* 3 4 $5 
— 


$# ** -- 
% 


ow 4 — not enlarge « on a Subject: which See thedi- 


vine Le- 


| . moſt learned Mr. Warburton has handled gation of 


\ Mo oſes,1.3. 
ſo well. If it were neceſſary to enter particu- 23 


larly i into this Argument, F could eaſily prove, late Pam- 


that there was not one of all the different Phi- 2 wag? 


loſophical Sects then upon Earth, not even Criccl 
the Platonicks themſelyes, who are thought (© inco they 


3 Opinions 
fayour it moſt, that did not maintain e 


Opinions fundamentally contrary to thoſe of tice of the 


the. Golpel. And in this they all agreed, to Phitoſo- 


| explode as moſt unphiloſophical, and contrary PR : 


to every Notion that any among them main- ing the 
Nature of 


tained, that great. Article of the Chriſtian Re- the Soul, 
ligion,, upon which, the F oundations of it nee nn fa- 


ture State, 


laid, and without. which St. Paul declares to 


his Proſelytes, their Faith would te Vain, the 1 Cor. xv, : 


| p - + 8 | Re 1 


fin inde 
Reſurrection of the Der with their Bodies, of 
Col. i. 18. which RefurreQtion Chriſt Was the Firft-born. 
Beſid es the Contrariety 'of their Tenets to 
thoſe of the Goſpel, the Pride that was com- 
mon to all the e © was of itſelf an 
almoſt invincible Obſtacle "againſt the Admiſ- 
nion of the Evangelical Pottrines calculated to 
humble that Pride, and teach them, that pro- 
Faling themſelves to be wiſe they became Fools. 
T Thus, Pride was no leſs intractable, no leſs 
a averſe to the Inſtructions 'of Chriſt,” or of his 
we - Apoſtles, than that of the Scribes and Phari- 
8 1 _ - fees... St. Paul was therefore to contend in his 


38 Rom. Js 
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Th " as Enterprize of converting the e with all 
1 15 7 a the Oppolition that could be made to it it by all 
Gi * the different Sects of Philoſophers. | And how 

A formidable an Oppoſition this was, let thoſe 


e Y conſider who are acquainted from Hiſtory 
. with the great Credit thoſe Secs had obtain d 
1 . 5 at that Ti ime in the World, a Credit even ſu- 

1 Won perior to that of the Prieſts. Whoever pre- 
4 9 5 tended to Learning or Virtue was their Diſ- 
He to 26 ciple; the greateſt Magiſtrates, Generals; Kings, 
5 13 ranged theimſelves under their Diſcipline, were 
trainꝰd up in their Schodls, and 1 the 

Opinions they taugt. = 

| * 1 8 | : 5725 


+ 
* 0 


a * | = 
Apoſileſhip ef St. Paor.” 


pres the popular -Worſhip,” or eſtabliſhed 
Religion; but under thoſe; Limiratioris: they 
taught v ery ; freely whatever they pleaſed, and 


no Religious Opinions were more warmly ſup- 


ported, than thoſe they delivered were by their 
Followers. The Chriſtian Religion at once 
overturned their ſeveral Syſtems, taught a 
Morality more perfect than theirs; and eſta- 
bliſhed it upon higher and much ſtronger 
F oundations, mortified their Pride, confound- 
ed their Learning, diſcover'd their Ignorance, 
ruin'd their Credit. Againſt ſuch an Enemy 
what would they not do? Would - they not 
exert” the whole Power of their Rhetorick, 
the whole Art of their Logick; their Influ- 
ence over the People, their Intereſt with the 
Great, to diſcredit” a Novelty fo alarming to 
them all? If St. Paul had kad nothing to 
truſt to but his own natural Faculties, his. 
own Underſtanding, Knowledge, ' and Elo- 
quence, could he have hoped to be ſingly a 
"Match for all theirs united againſt him ? 
Could a Teacher unheard of before, from an 
obſcure and unlearned Part of the World, 
have withſtood the Authority of Plato, Ari. Ari- 
"_ Epicurns, 2 Z en, Arceſilaus, Carneades, and 
al 


1. theſe Sets made ir a Maxim not to 


d 


i 
} 


= aid which head abe firſt Rank 

1 of human Wiſdom? He might as well have 
F attempted: alone} or With che Help of Barna: 
ö bas and Silas, of Timotheus and Titus, to huve 
| _ erected a Monarchy upon the Ruins of,;allithe 
=. ſeveral States then in the World, a0 tolhave 
. erected Chriſtianit) upon the Deſtructio of . 
all the ſeveral Sects of Philoſophy; which 

xeign'd-in the Minds of -the-Gentiles;/mong 

- 5 ene en, en, ly: ha Greeks ratid 
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1 
lan 


| SPA bo ob Cann 91 was b» 

p 1 eee * dial) 3 
io Work of converting; the Gentiles, St. Pau} 
could have no Aſſiſtance, but was ſure, on the 
contrary of the utmoſt eder. ang pr 
| poſition to it imaginable from the 
[ 1 from the Prieſts, from the Bade And Corp 
[ the Philoſophers 3 it neceſſarily follows, that 
to ſucceed in that Work he muſt, have called 
m ſome. extraordinary Aid, ſome. ſtronger 


Power than that of Reaſon and Argu 


* 
3 8 3 F7 <$:4 {4 # 


4 5 


Accordingly we find, he tells the Corinthians, 


that his Speech and Preaching. was not with 


1 enticing Wards E Man's Wiſdom, but in De- 
M „ monſtration of he Spirit and of i Power, 1 Cor. 
| LN the T. [ beſſalonians he ſays, Our 


* e 


= 1 - Wl - . Ne, Geſpel 


1 * 


*. 


2 
1 
+ 7 
is 


in Power and in tbe Holy Glo: Thel. 15 : 


It was to che Efficacy of the Divine Power 
that he aſcribed all his Succeſs in thoſe Coun- 


tries, and wherever elſe he Planted, the Goſpel. 
of Cbriſt. If that Power really went with; 
him, it would enable him to overcome all thoſe 


Difficulties . that obſtructed his Enterprize, but | 


then - he Wag not an Impoſtor: Our Enquiry 


therefore muſt | be whether (ſuppoſing him to 
have been an Impoſtor) he could by pretending: 


to Miracles have overcome all thoſe Difficulties, 


and carried on is Work with N 


4 


3 161} 255 


Mm N. o to * Mice ale 188 
ed to, any Reputation, two. Circumſtances 


are principally neceſſary, an upt Diſpe/ition, 
in thoſe whom they are deſigned. to impoſe | 


upon, and a powerful Confederacy to carry 
on, and abett the Cheat. Both theſe Circum- | 


ſtances, or at leaſt one of them, have always, 


accompanied all the falſe Miracles ancient and 
modern, which have obrain*d any Credit a- 


; mong Mankind. To both theſe was owing 3 
the general Faith of the Heathen World in 
Oracles, Auſpices, Auguries, and other Im- EE 


"a by which the Prieſts combined with 


80 pi v Miracle among thoſe 
Chur theſe 


 affiſted St. Paul. What 9 — oaks: 
l | : there have been in the Minds of the Gentiles, 
| ther in Favour of him, or the Doctrines he 


taught? Or rather, what e een could 
be ſtronger than thoſe, which they undoubted- 
V had againſt both? If he had remained in 
Fudea, it might have been ſuggeſted by Un- 
2 = believers, that the Fews were à credulous People, 
BM apts bet after Miracles, and to afford them 
| an eaſy Belief; and that the Fame of thoſe ſaid 
to be done by Jeſus Himſelf, and by his Apo- 
files; before Paul declared his Converſion, had 
pPf!rediſpoſed their Minds, and warmed their Ima- 
-  ginations to the Admiſſion of others ſuppoſed; 


to be you . We fame Power. 


/ 


2 „ 
PRC” 


gna Mitade ef hs Apoltcs Fr 
A8s, ch. ing with n on the Day of Pentecoſt, 
; 2 had made three thouſand Converts; that of 
4- healing the lame Man at the Gate of the Tem- 
ple, five thouſand more, Nay ſuch was the 
M1 = . 


and Apoſpleſhipof St. Payvi, 
forth the Sick into the Streets, and laid them 
on Beds and Couches, that' at ibe liaſt the 


Shadow of ' Peter paſſing by mig t over. . 
dow. ſome of them, Ads v. v. 18. Here 


Was therefore à good Foundation laid for 
Paul to proceed upon in Feen | 


lar - miraculous Works; though the Prieſts 
and the Rulers were harden-d againſt them, 


the People were inclined to give Credit to 


them, and there was reaſon to. hope for Suc- 
ceſs among them both at Fernuſalem, and in 
all the Regions belonging to the Fews. But 


no ſuch Diſpoſitions were to be found in the 
Gentiles. There was among .chem no Matter 
prepared for Impoſture to work upon, no 


Knowledge of Cbriſt, no Thought of his 
Fower, or of the Power of thoſe who came 


. a; 


in his Name. Thus when at Lyſera St. Paul Ads xiv. 


healed the Man who was a Cripple from his 
Birth, ſo far were the People there from ſup- 


| poſing that he could be able to do ſuch a 
Thing as an Apoſtle of Chriſt, or by any Vir- 
tue derived from bim, that they took Paul 
and Barnabas to be Gods of their own come 


down in the Likeneſs of Men, and . have 8 


. to them as ſuch. tk 
Now 


3 „Now I aſk; did; che C Citizens FOR 
ceur in this Matter to the Heookiiunp Sanger 
Were: thar Imagi nat 


ions overheated with any 
of à miraculous Power belonging to 


: Paid, which. could diſpoſe them to thinlc he 
worked ſuch a Miracle when he did not? As 
the contrary is evident, ſo in all other Places to 

| * he e the Goſpel, it may be proved 
ems 

ſiton, no o Apmeſs, no Bias to aid his Impoſture, 


ration, that he could find no Diſpo- . 


„by which he every where con- 
nis Freach ng, had not been true. 22 
On the other hand let us examine, e 
15 without the Advantage of ſuch an Aſſiſt- 


ance theſe was any Confederacy ſtrong enough 


to impoſe his falſe Miracles upon the Gentiles, 
who were both unprepared and undiſpoſed to 


receive them. The contrary is apparent. He 
was in no Combination with their Prieſts or 


their Magiſtrates; no Se# or Party among dem 
gave him any Help; all Eyes were open and 


watchful to detect his Impoſtures, all Hands 


ready to puniſh him as ſoon as detected. Had 
he remained in Juden, he would at leaft have had 


many Confederates, all the Apoſtles, all the 


Diſeiples of Chriſt, at that Time pretty nume- 
rous ; but in preaching to the Gentiles he was 
1 often 


2 


3 never . more — two or three 
Companiofis or Followers. Was this a Cort 
federacy powerful enough to carry on ſuch'a 
Cheat, in ſo many different Parts of the World, 0 
againſt the united Oppoſition of the Magiſtrates, 
Prieſts, Philoſophers, People, all combined to. 
detect and SL their Frauds ? „ 


Eur he be alſo abend, that thoſe upon 75 
eie e iſcd theſe Arts were not a groſs Tres | 
or ignorant People, apt to miſtake any uncom- e 
mon Operations of Nature, or juggling Tricks, 

for miraculous Acts. The Churches planted by 
st. Paul were in the moſt enlightened Parts , EL 
the World, among the Greeks of Afia and = 
Europe, among the Romans, in the Midff of = ” 
Science, Philoſophy; Freedom of Thought, and 
in an Age more inquiſitively curious into the 

„ Powers of Nature, and leſs inclined to credit 

5 religious Frauds than any before it. Nor were 

they only the loweſt of the People that he con- 

verted- Sergius. Paulus, the Proconſul of Pa- 

phos, Eraſtus, * Chamberlain of Corintb, and Zenarh- 


{405 THS 


n the en were * e, 3 
. Treaſurer 
or Bailiff 


uro, the whole i it appears 9 50 Contra- of the 
ache, that his Pretenſion to Miracles was ity. 


el 5 not 


| Ohre vation on mY Ay ” 
not aſſiſtec by the Diſpoſition of thoſe whom he 
ie convert by thoſe Means, nor by 


any powerful Confederacy. to carry on, and 
[aber dhe Cheat. without both which concur- 
ring Circumſtances, or one at leaſt, no ſuch | 
Pretenion was ever, ee wah Ow fore 


5 8 theſe ebend 3 even in | 
the late famous Miracles ſuppoſed to be done | 
1: wad Paris's Tomb. They had not indeed 
. the Support of the Government, and for that 
. appear to deſerve more Attention than 
other Popiſn Miracles 3 but, they were -ſup- 

Jour * all the Jane a very powerful 
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of Wer $4 able Mn, — of Bigots and 
' Enthuſiaſts. All theſe confederated together 
to give Credit to Miracles, ſaid to be worked 
in Behalf of their Party; and thoſe who be- 
32 lieved them were ſtrongly - diſpoſed to that 
Belief. And yet with theſe. Advantages how 
* ealily were they ſuppreſſed !_ Only by walling 
ap that Part of the Church, where the Tomb 
pf the Saint, who was ſuppoſed to work them, 
+++ was placed! Soon after this was done, a Paper 
2 was fixed on the Wall with this Inſcription : 5 


3 ů — — ——— - l 


— — 3 * 
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* | par le Roy Kfenſs 2 Dun = | 5 

5 by De faire Miracle en ce Fir ; 
h » Command of the King, G od 1 7s b to 

.n | work any more Miracles here. The Paſquinade 

8 was a witty one, but” the Event turned the 

; Point of it againſt the Party by which » 3... 

5 made: For if God had really worked any Mi- 

5 | N racles there, could this abſurd Prohibition have 

q taken Effect? Would He have ſuffered his 

4 Purpoſe to be defeated by building a Wall? 


K 11 all the Apoſtles were ſhut oy in Priſon 0 = 

* to hinder their working of Miracles, the Angel aan | 

: of the Lord opened the Priſon Doors, and . — 
* them out. Put the Power of Abb Poris Gould 26th, 06 


4 neither throw down the Wall that excludet 


1 his Votaries, nor operate through that Impe- 
K diment. And yet his Miracles are often com- 
a pared wick, and oppoſed by Unbelievely c 
” | thoſe of Chrift and his Apoſtles, which is the 


n Reaſon of my having taken this particular No- 

4 tice of them here. But to go back to the Times 

5 || nearet to St. Paul's. There is in Lucian an Ac- 

d | countofavery extraordinary and ſucceſsful Im- 
, poſture carried on in his Days, by one Alexander vide the 


d of Pontus, who introduced a new God into that bare | 
- e whoſe Propher he called himſelf, and Leia. ' 
P = | 
4 E. in ö j 
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* ** Name he Moor ry; to | Miracles,” and 
ED delivered, Qracles, by which be. Acquired great 
Wealth and Power. All che Arts by which this 
„Cheat was managed are ae open by Lucian, and 
nothing can better point out the Difference 
between Impoſture and Truth, than to obſerve 
ie difgregt Conduct of this Man and St, Po! 
-:efexauder.. made no Alteration in the Religion 
eltabliſned in Pontus before; he only grafted | 
ks gyn vpon it and ſpared no Pains to in- 
Plendoms tereſt in the Succeſs of it the whole. Heatben 
| Varior:p1 Prieſthood, not only in Pontus, but all over the 
r. 05. World 3 f endir EW Numbers of thoſe-who 
= T9 came to conſult him to other Oracles, that were | 
gt that Time in the higheſt Vogur 5. by which 
 Thid. 1 he engaged them all to ſupport the Re- 
putation of his, and abett his an He 
95% with che greateſt Reſpect of all the Sects 
2iloſophers, except the Epicureans, who from 
How Principles he was ſure would deride and 
oppoſe his Fraud; for though they preſumed | 
|  notito-innovate, and overturn} eſtabliſhed Reli- 
f gions, yet they very freely attacked and expoſed 
all Innovations that were introduced under the 
Name of Religion, and had not the Authority 
ww 1 76 of a legal Eſtabliſnment. To get the better of 
17720 422 their Qppaſſcions. as well as that of the Chri- 
5 ſtians, 
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ls he called in the Aid of _— and Ibid. e623 i 


Rat; & 


Force, exciting the People again hem, and 27505 


anſwering Objections with * E he 


mi; ht be {ure to get Money enough, he deli- . 5 101 
vered this Oracle! in the Name of his God, 1 8 
commun you to grace with Gifts my ; Prophet and a 
Miniſter; for I have no Regard for Riches myſelf, 

but the greateſt far : my Prophet. And he ſhared 

the Gains that he made, which were immenſe, 

1 an infinite Number of Aſſociates, and | 

on and ſupporting, his F raud, "When 4 any de- 85 
Elared themſelves | to be bis Enemies. againſt 
deter 0 to gain chen by Blandiſhments, 

and having got them into his Power, to de- 5 
| fttoy them by ſecret Ways; which Aris hep, 290 
practiſed againſt Lucian himſelf. Others he 780, 781. 
kept in Awe and Dependance upon him, by 
detaining in, his own Hands the written Que- 
— hay” had propoſed to his God upon 
State Affairs; and as theſe generally came 
ftom Men of the greateſt Power and Rank, 
his being poſſeſs d of them was of infinite Ser- 
| Ez | —_— 


Y p Maneritus decorare men Vatem atque M nen 
Pereipio—nee opum mihi cura, at maxima Ya At. 


j 


— | Obſervations n-the- u en 
Vice to him, and made him Maſter of all 
1540 767. their Credit, and of no lictle Part of their 
5 Wealth. Eos 


ma. 768. Ei obtained the Protection and F riendſhip 
| of Rutilianus, a great Roman General, by flat- 
tering him with Promiſes of a very long Life, 
and Exaltation to Deity after his Death ; and 
at laſt having quite turned his Head, enjoin'd 
him by an Oracle to marry his Daughter, whom 
he pretended to have had by the Moon; which 
Ibid. 781, Command Rutilianus obey d, and by his Al- 
liance ſecured this Impoſtor from any Danger 
of Puniſhment ; the Roman Governor of By- 
thinia and Pontus excuſing himſelf on that Ac- 
count from doing Juſtice upon him, when 
Ibid. 7 53. Lucian and ſeveral others offered themſelves 
» to be his Accuſers. Rs ls 7 


: 112 ee quitted that ignorant and bar- 
barous Country, which he had made Choice 
of at firſt as the fitteſt to play his Tricks in 
undiſcover d; but reſiding himſelf among 
thoſe ſuperſtitious and credulous People, ex- 

tended his Fame to a great Diſtance by the 

Ibid. 762, Emiſſaries which he employed all over the 
769. | World, eſpecially ; at _—_ who: did not pre- 
tend 


end App of 8. Pawn: 


tend themſelves to work any Miracles, but 


only promulgated his, and gave him Intel- 


5 ligence of all wary it was R for bim to 


ne. 


WIR Ex were the Methods by Vieh this 


remarkable Fraud was conducted, every one 
of which is directly oppoſite to all thoſe uſed 
by St. Paul in preaching the Goſpel; and yet 
ſuch Methods alone could give Succeſs to a 
Cheat of this kind. I will not mention the 
many Debaucheries, and wicked Enormities 


committed by this falſe Prophet under the 


Maſk of Religion, which is another characte- 


riſtical Difference between him and St. Paul; 


nor the ambiguous Anſwers, cunning Eva- 


ſions, and juggling Artifices which he made 


uſe of, in all which it is eaſy to ſee the evi- 
dent Marks of an Impoſture, as well as in the 
Objects he plainly appears to have had in 


view. That which I chiefly inſiſt upon, is 


the ſtrong Confederacy with which he took 
care to ſupport his Pretenſion to miraculous 
Powers, and the apt Diſpoſition in thoſe he 
impoſed upon to concur and aſſiſt in deceiving 
themſelves ; Advantages entirely em to _ 


2 of Chriſt. 
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that no human Means employed hy St. 7 aut: 


©, fraue aui 4 th Core 


5 20M ah” this I thi * it may Foe 3 


in his Deſign of converting the Gentiles, Were: | 


or could be adequate to the great Difficulties 
5 he had to contend, with, or to the Succeſs that 
ä know, attended his Work; and we 


can in 
reaſon aſeribe that Succeſs to no other Cauſe, 
but the Power of God going along with and 
aiding his e nge no Wehr, * ae 


Ham then ſhewnthat St. Paul had no ra. 


ina Motipes to become an Apoſtle of Chriſt, 


f ſtian Religion | 


without being himſelf convinced of the Truth, 
of that Goſpel he preached, and that, had he 


engaged. i in ſuch, an Impoſture without any ra- 
tional Motives, he would have had 10 poſſible. 
Means to carry it on, with, any. Succeſs; having 
alſo brought Regſong: of a very ſtrong Nature, 
to make it appear, that the Succeſs he un- 


bredly had in preaching the Goſpel was an 


Effect of the Divine Power attending his Mi- 


niſtry, I might reſt all my Proof of the Chri- 
ing a Divine Revelation upon 
the Arguments drawn from this Head alone. 
But to conſider this n in all poſſible 
Non : Lights, 


| "ate S*. dw 
Lights, I malt purſue the Propoſition which xg 
ſet but with through” cacti of its ſeveral Patts; 
and having proved; ag I hope, to the Con- 
viction of any impartiał Man, that St. Paul was 
not an Impoſtor, h fd what He knew to be 3 
falſe with an Intent to deceive, I coe next to 


conſider whether he was an Entbuftaft, who by = 209 


the Force of an nere ane impoſed 6 
= r en | E eb. 11214 
Haba e eee cf a il Hail 
| PRA theſe are the peter wide; 
Enthuſiaſm is generally compoſed; great Heat 
of "Temper, Melatieholy, Ignoranee, Credulity, 
and Vanity of Selflconceit. That the fitſt of 
theſe Qualities was in St. Paul may be con- 
cluded from that Fervour of Zeal with which 
he acted both as a Few and Chriſtian, in mains! 
taining that which he thought to be right; and: 
hence, I ſuppoſe, as well as from the Impoſſi- 
bility of his having been an Impoſtor, ſome 
Unbelievers have choſe! to conſider him às an 
Enthuſiaſt; But this Quality alone will not be 
ſufficient to prove him to have been ſo, in the 
Opinion of any reaſonable Man. The ſame 
Temper has been common to others, who un- 
doubtedly were not Enthuſiaſts, to the Gracchi, 


Lc to Brutus, to many more among the 
bo 5 1 beſt 
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„ ene on the Converſion 
4 3 j I beſt and wiſeſt of Men. Nor 1 it c appear 
1 ä that this Diſpoſition had ſuch a Maſtery over 
1 the Mind of St. F Paul, chat he was not able at 
5 all N and controul- it by the Dic- ; 
! = tates of Reaſon. On the. contrary he was ſo 
| 4 much the Maſter of it, as, in Matters of an 
2 Cor. ix. indifferent Nature, to become all Things to all 
1 en Men, bending his Notions. and Manners: to 
qi _ theirs, ſo far as his Duty to God would permit, 
= with the moſt pliant Condeſcenſion ; a Conduct 
1 neither compatible with the Stiffneſs of a Bigot, 
nor the violent Impulſes of fanatick Deluſions. 
His Zeal was eager and warm, but tempered 
with Prudence, and even with the Civilities and 
Decorums of Life, as appears by his Behavi- 
our to Agrippa, Feſtus, and Felix; not the 
ee eee e * of an a: 


- 


i. T mY now 1 iq 877 one of choſe bil 
 Qualicies which 1 have laid down, | as diſpoſing 
the Mind to Esthufiaſm, and as being Cha- 
racteriſtical of it, belong to St. Paul. Firſt, 
as to Melancholy, which of all Diſpoſitions of 

Jeſephus Body or Mind is moſt prone to Enthuſiaſm, 
Arbe it neither appears by his Writings, nor by any 
7. as told of him in the * of the Apoſtles, 


nor 


, ; 


a . 4 * 
3 


b of Se. Bank 


nor 17 any y ober Evidence, that St. Pau! was. 


inclined to it more th: 


n other Men. Though 


he was full of Remorſe for his former ignorant 


Perſecution of the Church of Chriſt; we read 


of no gloomy. Penances, no extravagant Mor- 


tifications, ſuch as the Bramins, the Jaugues, 


the Monks of La Trape, and other melancholy 
Enthuſiaſts inflict on themſelves. His Holi- - 


— 


| neſs only conſiſted: in the Simplicity of a good 
| Life, and the unwearied Performance of thoſe 


Apoſtolical D Duties to which he was called. 4 


The Sufferings he met with on that Account 


he chearfully bore, and even rejoiced in them 
un the Love of Chrift Feſus, but he brought 


none on himſelf; we find, on the contrary, 
that he. pleaded. the Privilege of a Roman Tas. 


tizen to avoid being whip'd. F could mention 


more Inſtances of his having uſed the beſt Me- 
thods that Prudence could ſuggeſt, to eſcape 
Danger, and ſhun Perſecution, whenever it 


could be done without betraying the Duty of 
wh his W or the Honour of God. * 


| Company 


* A ATE en of this appears in n kis Conduct Acts xvii. 


among the Athenians. There was at Athens a Law, which & Joſe- 
made it Capital to introduce or teach any new Gods in Phus cont. 
| their State. Therefore when Fax was preaching 7% Feſus * Apion. 
the 1. 


© 


ii. C. 37. 
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a ily this —— of age" | 
APY, of Lenau Loyola, "2nd Ot. er Ei 4 ats 


4 ir will be Forma the Reverſe 
ant et Tritecd to die, and b. 
« with; . but weh s Win is no Proof of 


MET" or of Enn? ; it & proves 


ed, and*of the Happineſs d ß for him in 
thoſe bleſſed Abodes which Bad been ſhewn' to 
him even in this Life. Upon the whole, nei- | 


rn his Actions, nor in che Infſtrudtions ke 
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K to the . ſome of them carried 
him before the Court of Areopagus, the er 


of Criminal Matters, and in à particular Manner 
with the Care of Religion, as having broken this Law, 
and being 4 Setter forth of ' firange ( ods. Now in this 


Caſe an r would: have retracted his Doctrine to 
ſave his Life and an Enthuſiaſt would have loſt his Life 


without trying to ſave it by innocent Means. St. Paul 
did neither the one nor the other; he availed himſelf of 
an Altar which he had found in the City, inſcribed To the 
Unknown God; and pleaded that he did not propoſe to 
them the Worſhip of any new God, but only explain d to 
them one whom their Government had already received; 
I hom therefore ye ignorantly worſhip, him declare ] unto 


| . you. By this he avoided the Law, and eſcaped being con- 


demned by the Arcopagus, without departing in the leaſt | 


from the Fruth of the Goſpel, or violating the Honour 


of God. An admirable Proof, in my Opinion, of the 
ED Senſe with which he acted, and one that ſhews there 
Was no Mixture of F AnAficKl. 1 in his SONS: 
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gave to thoſe under his Charge, is there any: 

Tincture of Melancholy, which yet is ſa ẽſſen-- 
tial a Characteriſtick of Enthuſlaſm, chat 17 
have ſcarce. ever heard of any Enthuſiaſt an- 
tient or modern, in whom. net veg ident af 
daun o it mme 
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we to . ch is Sa ne ee 
of. Enthuſiaſm, St. Paul. was ſo far from it,. 
that he appears to have been Maſter. not of 

the. Jeriſd Learning alone, but of the Gresb. 

And this is one Reaſon why he is leſs liable 

to: the Imputation of having been an Enthuſiaſt 
than the other Apoſtles, though none of them 
were ſuch; no more than he; as may n 
nenn n | 


1 HAVE. a enesdd — as hn b 
Chatacteriſticl and Cauſe of Enthuſiaſm, which: . 
that it was nat in St. Haul the Hiſtory, of 
his Life undeniably ſnews. For, on the con- 
trary, he ſeems:to have been ſiow and hard of. 
Belief in the extreameſt Degree, having pad. 


no Regard: to: all the Miracles done by our 8a - 
viour, the Fame of which he could not be a 


1 . as he: lived" in RYE not to 
8 DE, that 


/ 


it ks e eee his Reſunegten, 
Ads m. and in his Name by Peter and Jobn, upon the 
lame Man — N 
it . en. in Preſence of the High-Prieft, | 
the Rulers, Elders, and Sctibes, that "Chriſt © 
Afsv.18, 2045 raiſed from the Dead. He muſt alſo 
Lo 72:23 have known, that when all the Apoſtles had 
230, z, zz. been Put up in the common Priſon, and tbe 
| High-Prieſt, the Council, and all the Senate 52 : 
the Children of Iſrael had ſent their Officers to 
Bring them before them, the Officers came and 
= found them not in Priſon, but return'd and made 
1 8 this Report: The Priſon truly found we ſhut 
eos all Safety, and the Keepers funding witb- 
| out before the Doors, but when we had open d 
« wwe found no Man within.” And that the 
Council was immediately told, that the Men 
they bad put in Priſon were ſtanding in the Tem- 
ple, and teaching the People. And that being 
brought . from thence befe ore the Council, they ff 
had ſpoke theſe memorable Words, We ought + 
* 20 obey God rather than Men. The Cod of our 
E Fathers raiſed up Jeſus, whom ye flew and banged + 
1 on a Tree. Him batb God exalted with his Rigbt 
g 4 7. Hand tobea Prince, and a Saviour, for to give 
J . Kepentance 


and eben of Be. Paid; 
7 Benken to-Urael, and Forgiveneſs , Sins. 


ſo is alſo the Holy Ghoſt, whom God has given to 


| them that obey bim. All this he reſiſted, and A8s vii. 


was. conſenting to the Murder of Stephen ho 
preach'd the ſame Thing, and evidenced it by 


Miracles. So that his Mind, far from being 
diſpoſed to a credulous Faith, or a too eaſy 


Reception of any Miracle work'd in proof of 
the Chriſtian Religion, appears to have been 
barred againſt it by the moſt obſtinate Preju- 
dices, as much as any Man's could poſſibly be; 
and from hence we may fairly conclude, that 


. nothing leſs than the irreſiſtible Evidence of his 


ole Senſes, clear from all Poſſibility of Doubt, 


9 5 could have overcome his Unbelief. 


K 8 * 


' VawrTy or Self-conceit is 18 SR n 
ſtance that for the moſt part prevails in the 
Character of an Enthuſiaſt. It leads Men of 
a warm Temper and religious Turn, to 
think themſelves worthy of the ſpecial Re- 
gard, and extraordinary Favours of God; 
and the Breath of that Inſpiration to which 
they pretend, is often no more than the Wind 
of this Vanity, which puffs them up to ſuch 
extravagant Imaginations. This ſtrongly ap- 
| pears 
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en m the — nnd Lived ey 1 

maſlical Hercticks, in the Nie boch An- 2 

dtent and modern, in many Pounders of 

deer and Saints both Male and Female — | 
ce Papiſts,/in' ſeveral Proteſtant Sectaries of tie 

ſt Age, and even in ſome of the MerbedhÞts | 
now T. All the Divine Communications, II. 
luminations, and Extaſies to which they have 

pretended, evidently ſprung from much Self- 
conceit, working! together with the Vapours ot 
Melancholy upon a warm Imagination. And 
| this is one Reaſon, beſides the contagious Na- 

ture of Melancholy, or Fear, that makes En- 

chuſiaſm ſo very catching among weak Minds, 

Such are moſt ſtrongly diſpoſed to Vanity; "and 

when they ſee others pretend to extraordinary 

Gifts, are apt to flatter themſelves that they 

may partake of themas well as thoſe whoſe Me- 

rie they think no more than their own. Vanity 

therefore may juſtl y be deem da principal Source 


5 


of Enthufiaſi.” But chat St. Haul was as free 
4 1 from 


7 1 5 25 


. 4 


+8 See 2 e — and his Followers, the 

r of the counterfeit Dionyfrus the Areopagite, Santa ; 

' Thereſa, St. Catharme of Siema, Madame Bourignon, the 

: Lives of St. Francis. of Aeli, and Ignatius Loyola; ſee 

. alſo an Account of the Lives of Geor orge Fox, and of Rice 
Evans, and V bit fßeld's Journal. 2 


— 


= «and G of .. em. 190 
. iT as any Man, I think May be gather'd 
from all chat we ſee in his Writings, of know 
n his Life. I hroughout his Epiſtles there is 
not one Word that favours. of Vanity, nor is 
a Action recorded of bum. in which the leaſt 
en it n n 02 i 0 
uh l bie is Egitle ao the Bessere he elk kim Eph. iii. S. 
ſelf leſa than the leaſt of all Saints. And to 
the Corinthians he ſays, he is the-leaſt of the 1 Cor. xv. 
Apoſtles, and not meet to be called an Apoſtle, be- 9 
-cauſe he had perſecuted the Church of God. 
In his Epiſtle to Timo#hy he ſays, This is a 1 Tim. i. 
faithful Saying, and worthy of all Accepta- 18, 6. 
tion, That Cbriſ Jeſus came into the World 
to ſave Sinners, of whom I am Chief. How | 
beit for this Cauſe I obtain'd Mercy, that 
Long: ſuffering, for a Pattern to them which 
0 u e qheve: in him to Life ever- 
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8 is true (OLE oo that in another Epiſtle 
* tells the Corinthians, T, bat be was not 4 hit 
js the very chisſeſt of the Apoſtles, 2 Cor. xi. 

But the Occaſion which drew from hin „ 495 
he Words muſt be conſider'd, - A falſe” 
1 Teacher 
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| "22 reels bit Faction abe e had ++ 

his Apoſ ſhip to be in queſtion among the 

Corinthians. Againſt ſuch an Attack not to 

have aſſertec his Apoſtolical Dighity,: would 

have been a betraying of the Office and Duty 

committed to him by God. He was there- 

fore conſtrained to do himſelf Juſtice, and 

not let -down-'that: Character, upon the Au- 

. jb 1944 of which the whole Succeſs and Effi- 

= 4031 6 92g his Miniſtry among them depended. 

But how did he do it? Not with that Wan- > 

tonneſs which a vain Man indulges, when he 

can get any Opportunity of commending 

himſelf; not with a pompous. Detail of all the 

amazing Miracles which he had perform'd in 
different Parts of the World, though he had 

ſo fair an Occaſion of doing it, but with a 

modeſt and ſimple Expoſition of his abundant 

„ Labours and Sufferings in preaching the Goſ- 

2 cor. xii pel, and barely reminding them, * that the Signs 

. an Apoſtle had been wrought among them 

| in all Patience, in Signs, and Wonders, and 

| © mighty Deeds. Could he ſay leſs than this? 

Is not ſuch Boaſting Humility itſelf ? And 

yet for this he makes many Apologies, ex- 

2 Cor. xi. preſſing the greateſt Uneafineſs in being ob- 


= n to thus of himſelf, even in his 
5 own. 
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1 and Help of 8 St. Pays . 
I don Vindication. When in the ſame Frille. I 7 0 
tf and for the ſame Purpoſe, he mentions the 

© | Viſion he had of Heaven, how modeſtiy does 

" he do it! Not in his own Name, but in the 

. Third Perſon, I knew a Man in Chriſt, &c. 2 Cor. xi. 
7 caught up into the third Heaven. And im- 1 1 
4 mediately after he adds, but now 1 forbear, : 2 Cor. xii, {| 3 | 
1 leſt any Man ſhould think of me above that which © | 
5 be ſeeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 
Ho contrary is this to a Spirit of Vanity 79 5 
7 how different from the Practice of enthuſia - 1 5 
ſtick Pretenders to Raptures and Viſions, who 


" | never think they can dwell. long enough upon 
> | thoſe Subjects, but fill whole Volumes with _ 


their Accounts of them Yet St. Paul is not 
' i fatisfied with this Forbearance, he adds the 
| | Confeſſion of ſome Infirmity, which he tells 
the Corinthians was given to him as an Al- 2 Cor. xii. 
lay, that he might not be above meaſure exalt- ”* 
ed through the Abundance of his Revelations. 
1 would alfo obſerve, that he ſays this Rap- 
ture, or Viſion of Paradiſe, happen'd to him 
above fourteen Years before. Now had it = 
been the Effect of a meer enthuſiaſtical Fancy, 3 
can it be ſuppoſed that in ſo long a Period of 
Time he would not have had many more 
Han of the ſame Kind! ? Would not his 
SO | lIma- 


e e have been e carrying 

oy oe him to-F eaven, as we find St. Thereſa, St. 

| andLive. Bridget and st. Catbarius were carried by 
=o theirs? And if Vanity had been predominant 
1 in bim, would he have remain'd fourteen 
1 5 Tears in abſolute Silence upon ſo great a Mark 
3 of the Divine Favour? No, we ſhould cer- 
I | _ * tainly have ſeen bis Epiſtles filled with no- 
thing elſe but long Accounts of theſe Viſions, 
Conferences with Angels, with Chrift, with 

God Almighty, myſtical Unions with- God, 

and all that we read in the Works of thoſe 
fainted Enthuſiaſts, whom I have mentioned 
before. But he only mentions this Viſion in 

2 Cor. xii. anſwer to the falſe Teacher who had diſputed 
© 1 bis Apoſtolical Power, and comprehends it 
all in three Sentences, with many Excuſes for 
being compelled to make any mention of it at 

all. Nor does he take any Merit to himſelf, 

= even from the Succeſs of thoſe Apoſtolical 
— |  Labours which he principally boaſts of in this 
Epiſtle. For in a former one to the fame 
Church he writes thus, Who then is Paul, 
and who is Apollos, but Miniſters by whom 
ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every 
Man? I have planted, Apollos watered, but 
4. God gave the * So then neither is 
1 | >. © he 


\ 8 
* 


. 4 7 4 
4-7 1 cog rs 41 
n 
* 4:4 oo Pi rt OL AS n 


© ries and all Knowledge, and though I have al! | » „ 
« Faith fo that I could remove Mountains, ang 
nav rity, I am nothing. And t. e 
| s to feed the Poor, and | 


* 


Fl 


— of the folloning Verſes): 
— — Ln tprtfer 
that Benevolence to. Faith and to Miracles, to 
thoſe religious Opinions my he had embra- 
ced. and 50 Ho aden 


nitely below 1 the Merit of Faith, and of al moral 
Virtues to value that leaft which is moſt particu- 
lurly enforced by St. Paul, a Spirit of Candour, 
* Moderation, and Peace? .Certainly neither the 
Temper, nor the Opinions of a Man ſubject to 


2s >. 


| $ + a but it may be juſtly concluded, that he who could 


eſteem the Value of Charity ſo much above 
miraculous Gifts, could not have pretended to 
any ſuch Gifts if he had them not in i 1 


7 : 
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4 5 it is © 8 che — | 
Examination, that in St. Paul 8 Diſpoſition and 


Character thoſe Qualities do not occur w which 
. AE” ſeem. 


' Nats 225 95 r. PA 2 
ſeen to be neceſſary 0 20 form an Entliufiaſt, it 
4 clude he was none. Bit 
Se Argument's Sake, that all thoſe 
Iv found in bim, or that'the _ 
his Te aper dere could be a ſufficient 
Fou ation to ſupport ſuch a ure Tt n 
endeavour to prove, that im- 
poſed on himſelf by any Power of Enthuſiaſm, | 
Uther in regard to the Miracle that cauſe 
8 or to the conſequer ts H 
it, or to "ſome other Circumſtances which! Ye 
Beit Teſtimony bt in kus Frites. eee 
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E: due ae doubt do's — cp but it always | 
upon it at the Time of its btn, and Gi 5 
more ac againſt them, than a rapid River can 
carty a Boat againſt” the Current of its own 
Stream! ? Now nothing can be more certain, 


than that when Saul er out for Damaſcus" With 
an Authority from the Chief Prieſts to brin ng. the | 


| Chriſtians which were there, bound t to  Ferufalem; A8si ix. 2. 


an Aurhority follicited by himſelf, and granted | 
to him at his own earneſt Deſire, his Mind was 
Vere poſſeſſed with O. )pinions againſt Chriſt 
and his F ollowers. To give thoſe Opinions a 
" F ; mare 
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wholly incredible, and | 10 = Ab 125 4 ky = 
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and Apofleſtip of St. Paur. 


him violently another Way; and whatever De- 
luſions his Imagination could raiſe to impoſe on 
bis Reaſon, muſt have been raiſed at that Time 
agreeably to the Notions imprinted upon it, and 

y which it was heated to a Degree of Enthu- 
ſiaſm, not in direct Contradiction to all thoſe 
nn. while * en in their full Force. 


— Tan is 1 a A than L 1 wight 


+ reſt the whole Argument entirely upon it: But 
ſtill farther to ſhew that this Viſion could not be 
2 Phantom of St. Paul's own creating, I beg 


Leave 0 obſerve, that he was not alone when 
he ſaw it: there were many others in Company, 


whoſe Minds were no better diſpoſed than his to 
the Chriſtian Faith. Could it be poſſible that 
the Imaginations of all theſe Men ſhould at the 


ſame Time be ſo ſtrangely affected, as to make 


them believe that they ſaw a great Light ſhining 


about them, above the Brightneſs of the Sun at 


Noon day, and heard the Sound of a Voice from Abts ix. 3. 


this Conceit of their Fancy, as to fall down 


. from their Horſes together with Saul, and be Acts xi. 
ſpeechleſs through Fear, when nothing had hap- 4 K. 7: 


'T 4 N pened 


59 Heaven, though not the M. ords which it ſpake, Xx. 9. 
when in reality they neither ſaw, nor heard any 
ſuch Thing? Could they be fo infatuated with 


E tba. e eee e mac or mh him? 
5 Eſpecially ng that this Apparition did 
not happen in the Night, when the Senſes 
are * impoſed upon, but at Mid- day. 
If a ſudden Frenzy had ſeized upon Saul, from 
any Diſtemper of Body or Mind, can we ſup- 
poſe his whole Company, Men 15 of different | 
Conſtitutions and Underſtandings, to have been 
at once affected in the ſame manner with him, 
ſo that not the Diſtemper alone, but the Effects 
of it ſhould exactly agree? If all had gone mad 
together, would not the Frenzy of ſome have 
taken a different Turn, and preſented to them 
different Objects? This Suppoſition is ſo con- 
trary to Nature and all Poſſibility, that Unbelief 
muſt find ſome other Ro or give up the 
Point. 


4 Sa ſuppoſe then, in order to try to 
account for this Viſion without a Miracle, that 
as Saul, and his Company were journeying a- 


13 long in their Way tO Damaſcus, an extraor- 


dinary Meteor did really happen which caſt 

2 great Light, as ſome Meteors will do, at 
15 which they being affrighted fell to the Ground 
in the Manner related. This might be poſſi- 
ble. q nt. Fear grounded on Ignorance of ſuch 

i Pheng- 


= W might : make ink 1 | 
: be a” Viſion from Zod. Nay even the Vo 
or Sound they Aide in the Air, might” . 
f bes an n Exploſion. attending this, Meteor, or at” y . 
| leaſt there are thoſe who would rather recur” 
io ſuch a Suppoſition as this, however incre- 
dihle, than acknowledge the Miracle. But 
how will this account for the diſtinẽt Words 
heard by St. Paul, to which he made Anſwer? 
How will it account for what followed upon 
it when he came to Damaſcus, agreeably to 
the Senſe of thoſe Words which he heard? 
How came Ananias to go to him there, and 
ſay, He was choſen by God to know his Af x=i. 
Will, and ſee that juſt One, and hear the“ 
. Voice of his Mouth? Or why did he _— uk | 
poſe to him to be baptized ? What Connection & 18 
was there between the Meteor which Saul. had | 
ſeen, and theſe Words of Ananias? Will it 
be ſaid that Ananias was ſkilful enough to take 
Advantage of the Fright he was in at that Ap- 
pearance, in order to make him a Chriſtian? 
But could Auanias inſpire him with a Viſion 
| in which he ſaw him before he came? If that Aas i ix. 
f Viſion was the Effect of Imagination, how Was 
it verified ſo exactly in Fact? But allowing that 
| he e dreamt by Chance of Ananias's Coming, 


* 


. and 


. over the Digiculty? Nv arms more to Ab 
done. San was ſtruck blind, and had been ſo 
bor chree eee Blindneſs been 

ning upon hin, it would not r been poſſible 

for Ananias to heal it, as we find that he did, 
meerly by putting his Hands on him and ſpeak- 
ing a few Words. This undoubtedly ſurpaſs'd 

the: Power of Nature; and if this was a Mi- 

axe <ÞA ragle, it prayes: the other to have been a Miracle 
ton, and 4 Miracle done by the ſame Jeſus 

Asi. Chriſt, For Ananias, when he healed Saul, 


| | — ſpoke. to him thus; Brother Saul, the Lord, even | 


Jeſis that appeared unto thee in the Way as 
hon cameſt bas ſent me, that thou mighteſt 
receive thy Sight, and be filled with the Holy 


Ain. . Ghoſt,” And that he ſaw Chrift both now 


and after | this Time, appears not only by what 
he relates As xxi. 17, 18. but by other 
Paſſages in his Epiſtles, 1 Cor. ix. 1. xv. 8. 

From him (as he aſſerts in many Places of his 
Epiſtles), he learn'd the Goſpel by immediate 
Namen and by him be was ſent to the 
1 * | 


ent ta his Preaching,. as 
In his ——— of 1 


* 


-- ar be An re af a Müde ee Time 
Te out W $4 his Senſes) how could. ſo diften-. 


the ableſt Impoſtor could not eee, 
how much more inſurmountable were they 
| Madman? or Moo TN hogy BAR ads wil 
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ions c. Rf cant mer, but the Tim” 
ity is more g ſtron g/in a Cie | 


een d 56 by St Paul, and 
they were not of a Nature in which | 
Enufiſrs Ether in bim, er the Perſons he 
or the Spectators, could 


work*d them upon, 
e Pie! 1 will” mention” ohly a 
When he told Ehmas the orcerer. 


rer by POLY „ 
465 . before the Rvma#y Deputy, that be Hand 0 
God wu Up bin, and he ſhould be blind, not 
feeing the Sun for 2 ſon”; and immediately there” 
Fell on bim a Miſt and a Darkneſs, and he went” 
about feeking ſome to lead him by the Hang, had” 
Enthuſiaſm in the Doer or Sufferer any Share 
in this Act ? If Paul, as an Enthuſiaſt, had 
thrown” out this Menace, and the Effect had 
not followed, inſtead of converting the De- 
puty, as we ate told that he did, he would” l 
have drawn on himſelf his Rage and Contempt. 
; But the Effet — Elymas could not be cauſed. 
71 by ä 


| fan ime rok his teing draft lid, when 
ba Wass not, by thoſe Words of /a Man whoſe 
Preaching he ſtrenuemſly and bittęrly oppoſed: 
Not can we aſcribe the Converſion of Sergius, 


A Roman Proconſul was not very likely to be 


5 de leſs inclined. to believe any miraculous 


an Enthuſiaſt; but had he been one, he muſt 
have been bigotted to his, own Gods, and io 


Power in St. Paul. When at Troas a young Man dar. 


named Eutychus fell down from a high Window, 
while Paul was preaching, and was taken up 
dead, could any Enthuſiaſm either in Paul, or 
the Congregation there preſent, make them 
believe, that by that Apoſtle's falling upon him 
aud embracing bim, he was reſtored to Life? 

Or could he who was ſo reſtored contribute 
any thing to it himſelf, by any Poner of b his : 


own Imagination? When in the Iſle of Melita, Acts hy, 
XXViii. 


where St. Paul was ſhipwreck*d, there came 4 
Viper and faſten d on bis Hand, which he book 
off, and felt no Harm, was that an Effect of 
Enthuſiaſm ? An Enthuſiaſt might perhaps 
have been mad * hope for Safety a-, 
ue: 5 
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des oa 8 e 1 
got his own Sect, tell all the Perſons aſſem- 


the. Gift of Healing ty the Spirit Gal, to 
others the working of other Miracles, to others 


| diverſe kinds of Tongues, they would: undoube- 


edly account him a Madman, becauſe they 
pretend to no ſuch Gifts. If indeed the 
only told by him that they were ̃ 
Spirit of God in a certain ineffable manner, 


vhich they alone could underſtand, but which 


did not diſcover itſelf by any outward, /diftin& 
Operations, or Signs, they might miſtake che 
Impulſe of Enthuſiaſm for the Inſpiration: o 
the Holy Ghoſt; but they could not believe, 
againſt the Conviction of their own Minds, that 
they ſpoke Tongues they did not ſpeak, or 
heal'd Diſtempers they did not heal, or work*d 
>ther Miracles, when they work'd none. If 
it * the Corinthians might pretend to: theſe 
. 5 Powers, 
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was alſo ſuch, how ridiculous was it 
them in an Epiſtle writ only 
15 . and for their own Uſe,” not to value 
ly upon thoſe Gifts; to pray 
for one rather than another, and 


age to one another? But if we ſuppoſe 
ſion to all thoſe Gifts was ari Effect 


of Enthuſiaſm, let us confider how it was poſ- 


ible that he and they could be fo cheated by 
that Enthuſiaſm, as to en 8 had ſuch . 


Powers when hey had not. | 


© Sueeosz. that Enthuſiaſm could make a Man 
think, that he was able by a Word or a Touch 
ee e to the Blind, Motion to the 
, or Life to the Dead: Would that 
as his make the Blind ſee; the Lame 


walk, or the Dead revive? And if it did not, 


how could he perſiſt in ſuch an Opinion, or 


it be a Deluſion? Of all the Miracles recorded 
- Scripture, none are more clear from any ; 
pooſſible Imputation of being the Effect of an 


ek. ig. 8 1 they. et. to * ; 


larly,” who. travelbd Jo far upon that Deſign, 


and had ſuch Occaſion to uſe it, muſt” ſoon 
| have diſcover'd tha this imaginary Gift of the 
4 Spirit was no Gift at all, but a ridiculous In- 
ſtance of Frenzy, which had poſſeſs d both him 
and them. But if thoſe he ſpoke to in diverſe 
e underſtood what he ſaid, and were 


IF 


to Chriſt by that Means, how could 


Enthuſiaſtick Imagination than this. For how 


could any Man think that he had it, who had 
i not 3 or if he did: think fo, not be undeceiv- 
| PLES W7 bs + 534 14. 92 ; 2 * 2 1221 A2 * 14 ed 
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* was the ſpeaking of Languages they never 
had learn d. And St. Paul ſays, he poſſeſs d 
1 this Gift more than. them all... If this had been 
a Deluſion of Faaey if they had ſpoke only 
Sibberiſi, or unmeaning Sounds, it would 
ſoon have appear id when they came to make . 
uſe of it where it was neceſſary,” vis. in con- 
verting of thoſe: who underſtood. not any Lan- 


| guage: they natürally ſpoke. / St. Paul particu» 
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HaAvine thus, 1 flatter 
ay ſhewn that St. Paul could not be an En- 


thuſiaſt, 
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caſt, who by the Force of an @over-henzd 
| os abr a Was e wa Eraud 8 
| jof oabuts, and whether all chat he ſaid of im- 
| mputed to the Power of that De- 
+ — Bue 2 ſay little to ſhew the Abſur- 
_ tity of chis Suppoſition. It was morally im- 
Poſſible for the Diſciples of Chriſt, to conceive . 
ſuch a Thought as that of turning his Perſe- 
.cutor into his Apoſtle; and to do this by.a 
Fraud in the very Inſtant of his greateſt Fury 
againſt them and their Lord. But could they 
have been ſo extravagant as to conceive ſuch a 
Thought, it was phyſically impoſſible for them 
to execute it in a manner e find his Conver- 
ſion to have been effected. Could they pro- 
duee a Light in the Air which at enn was 
-brighter than that of the Sun? Could they 
make Saul hear Words from out of that Light 
which were not heard by the reſt of the Com- 9 
pany? Could they make him blind for three 
Days after that Viſion, and then make Scales 
fall off from his Eyes, and reſtore him to his 
Sight by a Word? Beyond diſpute no Fraud 
could do theſe Things; but much leſs ſtill could 
the Fraud of others produce thoſe Miracles ſub⸗ 
ne to his Converſion, in which he was not 
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een. bp mall then:ra ke: 
1 wr he was not deceived by the Fraud of 
| ; others and that what he ſaid of himſelf cannot 
be imputed to the Power of that Dari, wo. | 
-mbre'thati'ts" -wilful Impoſture, or to Enthu- 

ſiaſm ; and then) it follows, that what he re- 


Aated to have been che Cauſe oof: his Tiverton, 
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Tur this Concluſion is fairly and unde 
Hrawn from the Premiſſes, I think „ 
d, unleſs ſome probable Cauſe can be 
nod to account for thoſe Facts ſo authenti- 


: cally relatec in the Acts of the Apoſtles, and at- 
- reſted in his Epiſtles by St. Paul himſelf, other 


< than any of thoſe which I have conſider d; and 
-this;I-am confident cannot be done. It muſt 
be therefore accounted for by the Power of 
God. That God ſhould work Miracles for the 
'Eftabliſhment of a moſt Holy Religion, which 
from the inſuperable Difficulties that ſtood in 
the way of it, could not have eſtabliſh'd itſelf 
-without fuch an Aſſiſtance, is no way repug- 
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of Dzxmons; (which was the Reſource of the 25 
_ £- Heathens and Fews againſt the Notoriety of the 1 
5 Miracles performꝰd by Chriſt and his Diſciples) 
is by no means agreeable to the Notions of 
thoſe, who in this Age diſbelieve Chriſtianity: - 
It will therefore be needleſs to ſhew the Weak - 
neſs of that Suppoſition: But that Suppoſition 
itſelf | is no inconſiderable Argument of the 
Truth of the Facts. Next to the Apoſtles and 
Exvangeliſts, the ſtrongeſt Witneſſes of the un 
deniable Force of that Truth are Celfus and Fu- 
lian, and other ancient Opponents of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, who were obliged to ſolve what 
they could not contradict, by | uh an 1 in! 
and abſurd nne 


®. 


Tur Diſpute » was not hk hag Faith 
jo Reaſon, but between Religion and Super- 
ſtition. Superſtition aſcribed to cabaliſtical 
Names, or magical Secrets, ſuch Operations 
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the cleareſt Conviction, ar 


God, wn Reaſon FS kf on thar Sid 


can we now overturn that Deciſion? Upon 
what Grounds can we reject the unqueſtionable | 


Teſtimony given by St. Paul, that . was 
called by God to be a Diſciple and Apoſtle 
an, It has been ſhewn that we cannot 


pute it either to Enthuſiaſm or Fraud: 


1 how ſhall. we then reſiſt au Conviction of 


h a Proof? Does the Doctrine he preach'd 


* canal any Precepts againſt the Law of Mo- 
rality, that natural Law written by God in the 


Hearts of Mankind? If it did, I confeſs that 
none of the Arguments I have made uſe of 
could prove ſuch a Doctrine to come from 
bim. But this is ſo far from being the Caſe, 


that even thoſe who reject Chriſtianity as 2 


Divine Revelation, acknowledge the Morals 
deliver'd by Chriſt and by his Apoſtles to be 
worthy of God. Is it then on account of the 


| Myſteries in the Goſpel that the Facts are de- 


nied, though ſupported by Evidence which in 
all other Caſes would be allowed. to contain 
d cannot in this be 
rejected without reducing the Mind to a State 
W jo 
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Ruka:by which; we — of: all Fgiglence, and 
c cha Truth, or Ctedibility of all other Facts 2, 
Bum this is plainly t give un the Liſe of qur Un- 
derſtanding where. we are able te uſa it moſt 
properly; in order to apply it to- Things ß 
which it is not a competent Judge. The Mo- 
tives and Reaſoos upon which Divine Wiſdom 
may think proper to act, as well as the Many 
ver in which it acts, muſt often lie out of /the 
3 Reach of our Underſtanding ; but the Motives 
FC — of human Actions, and the Mane 


we way. e wich. * —— Cont 
2 when: they are a N * . 


did, upon any other Foundath 1 
Knowledge of Christ's being riſen, from the 
Ded; or ad haye ſucceeded in the Work © © 


nich Wan e are all in the 
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velation from God: concerning the Ways of his 
Providence, ſhould contain in it Matters above 
the Capacity of our Minds to comprehend, than 

chat St. Paul, or indeed any of the other Apo- 


tles, ſhould: have acted, as we knoꝶ that they 
than certain 
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4 | they | 


| 50 the former of t theſe Propoſiti 
7 may dre n Aſſent without any dire8t Oppo 
aſon to Faith; but in admitting 

i /e- againſt all choſe Proba 
3 ces her ce he rann Grounds of Alfent. 
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Nen 5 his" . che Chriſtian Reli- 
of the Difficulties which occur in 
* Myſteries, conſider how far that Oh Cti 
will go againſt other Syſtems both of Relig 
and of Philoſophy; which they themſelves: pro- 
feſs to admit. There are in Dei itſelf; the moſt 
ſimple of all religious Opinions, ſeveral” Diffi= 
culties, for Which human Reaſon can but ill ac- 
count j which may therefore be not improperly | 
| ſtiled Articles of Faith. Such is the Origin or 
Evil under the Government of an all-good and 
all powerful God ; a Queſtion'fo hard, that the 
Inability of ſolving it in a ſatisfactory Manner 
to their Apprehenſions, has driven ſome of the 
greateſt” Philoſophers into the monſtrous and 
ſenſeleſs Opinions of NManicbeiſn and Atheiſin: 
Such is the reconciling the Preſcience of God 
N with the Free- will of Man, which after much 
Letter to Thought on the Subject, Mr. 'Locke fairly on 
ar 3 ſeſſes he could not do, though he acknowledge 
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to admit that the Goodneſs of God could remain 8 


unexerted through all Eternity before ime 
af ſuch a Creation, let it be ſet. back ever FR far, 
ox to conceive an Eternal Production, which. 
Words, ſo applied, are inconſiſtent and con- 
tradictary Terms; the Solution commonly 
given by a Compariſon to the Emanation of 
Light from the Sun not being adequate to it, 
or juſt; for Light is a Quality inherent in Fire, 
and naturally emaning from it; whereas Matter 
is not a Quality inherent or emaning from the 
Divine Eſſence, but of a different Subſtance and 
Nature, and if not independent and ſelfexiſting, 
muſt have been created by a meer Act of the 
Divine Mill; and if created, then not eternal, 
the Idea of Creation implying a Time when the 
Subſtance created did not exiſt.” But if to getrid 
of this Difficulty, we have -recourſe, as many 
of 


Weben wich tie e Then, or 
Reaſon. Nay, could that be 
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, it would 
* wage — ee benen, mn _ 


Wa ee par 3 into that Order and State af 
Perſamiom; on ho. of God could 
ee a State of 

and nnemployed.. For were the Time of ſuch an 
— pu: back euer ſo far, if, inſtead 
af five or ſox thouſand Years, we were to ſup- 
poſe Millions of Millions of Ages to have pafs'd 
ſince the World * was reduced out of a"Chaos, 
s and regular Form, ſtill a whole 
Eternity muſt e that Date, during 
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the whole material Uni verſe, with all its I 


created Spirits fall under the ſame Reaſoning; for they — 
alſo have had a Beginning, and before that 2 an 
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fore that can be taken, is to account in the 


without much greater Difficulties than thoſe 


to RR that the ran << humax bi, 
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e bend 55 e Ditkeulües, or nay 
other that may occur in the Syſtem of Deiſm, 
no wiſe Man will deny the Being of God, or 


dus infinite in iſdom, Goodneſs, and Forer, which: | 


are proved by ſuch. Evidence, as carries the 
cledreſt and ſtrongeſt Conviction, and cannot 


greater Difficulties, even in downright Abſurdi= 


ties and Impoſſibilities. The only Part there« 


beſt Manner that our weak Reaſon is able to 
do, for ſuch ſeeming Objections; and where 
that fails, to acknowledge its Weakneſs, and 
acquieſce: under the Certainty, that our very 
imperfect; Knowledge or Judgment cannot be 
the Meaſure of the Divine Wiſdom, or the 


univerſal Standard of Truth, So likewiſe. it 
is with reſpe& to the Chriſtian Religion. Some 


Dif ulties occur in that Revelation which hu- 


Truth of it ſtands upon Evidence ſo ſtrong 


and convincing, that it cannot be denied 
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bes cee, our Duty is clear; and as to other 


or revealed Religion, 
1150 inns let b cdridest in them, is that 
of Complaint? Not to- 
ee Benefir f of ] * he has graciouſly, 
amptuous 
as abſurd as it would be to refuſe to wall, be- 
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ſical Reaſonings, aiming at Matters above our 
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old” Heathen World, before the Goſpel 
 preach*d'to bring Men back again to the pri- 
mitive Faith; and from the ſame Source have 
ſinoe flowed ſome of the greateſt Corruptions 
of the Evangelical Truth, and the moſt in- 


veterate Prejudices againſt it: An Effect juſt 
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A EY then: our b intelle@irial Faculties of no 


its genuine Doctrines from others erroneouſly 


- | or corruptiy aſcribed to it; to conſider the 


Importance and Purport of them, with the 


Connection they bear to one another; but firſt 


* all to examine with the ſtricteſt Attention 


che Evidence by. which Religion is proved, 
internal as well as external. If the external 
Evidence be 1 ſtrong, and there 


is no internal Proof of its Falſhood, but 


much to ſupport and confirm its Truth, thaw 


ſurely no Difficulties; ought to prevent our 


giving a full Aſſent and Belief to it. It is 


our Duty indeed to endeavour to find the 
beſt Solutions we, can to them; but where 
no ſäatisfactory ones are to be found, it is no 


leſs our Duty to -acquieſce with Humility, 


. believe that to be right which we know is 
above 
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e in Religion? Ves undoubtedly, of che moſt 
neceſſary Uſe, when rightly: employed. The 
Oper Employment of them is to diſtinguiſh 
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the Goſpel in ſome of its 
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Objects ef Faith, 


| 45, becauſe we are not as yet alle to beur te 
full Blaze of his Beams? Indeed, not even in | 
Heaven itſelf, not in the higheſt State of Per- 
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| tain, will all the Counſels of Providence, al! 
the Height and the Depth of the infinite Wii: 


dom of God, be ever diſcloſed or underſtood. | 

Faith even then will be nece : 

| | by the moſt exalted Archangel, and Truths ; 

E yo n = 
from e or believed upon any other 


2 ſuncient uide 

2 all Truth, without any Need of Revelation 
us or Faith? Shall he complain that the Ways of ; 
th | God are not lite his Ways, and paſ his finding | STO ped 
4- out? True Philoſophy, as well as true Chi- : 


| feftion to which a Finite Being can ever a- 
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